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The Preface. 


Oming accidentally mito a Family always 
frequented, and of late much diſturbed by 
ſome Roman Catholicks, who by fud- 
minating Damnation againſt all Prote - 

ſtants, had terrified ſome Friends, 1 applied my 

| ſeif to clear their Doubts, and to remove theſe Feats 
wherewtith the Noiſe and Threats of Hell. fire nd 
affetted their Minds ; This engaged we mto 4 long 

Debate with one of the Parties, who was very p#- 

firtrve and earneſt in maimnteining the utter Impoſſi- 
bility of being ſaved out of the Churth of Rome, 

And npon that it came to'be enquired, Whether &t 
be their Relation tro Rome, or the:r Relarton to 
Chriſt, that Men are tobe ſaved by ? MWhether our 

| State of Eternity depends upon the T alk, or Confi- 

dence, or hard Cenſures of Men, or upon the Truth 
of our Religion, and our Stncerity in profeſſing of it? 

Whether it be the ever-liwving God, or any mortal 

Men that make true Religion? Whether that be not 
the Beſt which beſt agrees with the Divine Reve- 

lation ? And, whether our Saviour had referr d #s 


to Rome, and the Papal Anthority, for the know- 
- 
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ledge of Saving Truth ;, or plainly taught by Hins- 
felf, and by his Apoſtles, all that is requiſit and 
ſufficient to Salvation ? 

About theſe we differ d : But yet agreed upon the 
whole, that the great odds in point of Safety, which 
they apprehend to be berwixt them and us, muſt be 
grounded upon the Excellency of their Religion above 
ers 5 and muſt therefore appear im their Faith , 
Worship and Morals, which are the Eſſential parts 
of Religion, and make it right or Wrong , accord. 
ing as they are themſelves. 

The Talk I then had about this Subjedt, and the 
occa{ion of it, put me upon writing the enſuing Diſ- 
courſe. Wherein my chiefeft Aim hath been ts fix 
my Reader upon that which is poſirrve with us, and 
55 maintained on all ſides, that being altogether re- 
quiſit, and of it ſelf ſufficient to make a Man a 
good Chriſtian : And then to conſider thoſe Points 
in belief and prattice, about which we differ, and 
to chew on which fide lies the Advantage for 


means of Grace, and certainty of Salvation. 


The 


The ItroduG91on. 


HE Church of Reme would not only 
| have all her Dictares received as Di- 
vine and Truc, but would ikewile have 
nothing received as ſuch, but what ſhe deli- 
vers; inſomuch that her Writers would per- 
{uade us that we can have no Aflurance of the 
Truth of our common Chriſtianity, becauſe we 
receive 1t not from the Infallible Chair, and 
rely not on its Authority for the proving of 
it. As ifa Man could not know, and firmly 
belicve, that 7eſus Chriſt came into the World ta 
ſave Sinners, without fo much as having heard 
any thing of a Roman Church and her Infal- 
libility. And as if thoſe great Truths which 
God hath revcaled were not to be embraced 
and aflented ro, becauſe they arc his, bur de- 
pended upon the good Pleature of a Party of 
Men, who can no more add greater Autho- 
rity to what God hath declared, rhan they 
can make their own Sayings of an cqual Au- 
thority with God's. 
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"We canadmur that Church fora joynt Wit- 
nefs with other Chriſtian Churches, that the 
Bible is the Word of God, and that the 
Chriſtian Crecd 1s the Catholick Faith : Bur 
there 1s no reaſon to think, that any thing 1s 
the more true, or the more neceſſary, meerly 
becauſe ſhe faith ir. Thar which :s cqually 
atteſted by all Chriſtian Churches, who were 
all Depolitories of rhe Divine Oracles, and 
of the Chrittian Religion, hath a cogent and 
a clear Evidence : Bur that whercin ſhe ſtands 
divided from all the reſt, and bears witneſs 
only to her own Preroganves, 18 cither rrue, 
becauſe ſhe aflerrs ir (which none will dare 
to ſay) 'or ought to be proyed by the Tefti- 
mony of the whole Chriſtian Church, and of 
Divine Revelation, which ſhe can never do. 

So we have this great Advantage in thoſe 
things which we aflcrt as Points of Saving 
Faith, that we have the plain and expreſs 
Words of Holy Scripture, and the Concur- 


Fence of the whole Church : whereas thoſe 


things wich we reject, arc made a Creed 
only by one particular Church, not above 
one hundred Y cars agone, and have no Grround 
in Holy Writ. 

Some may difpute with us about our Rites 
or Diſcipline, or ſome abſtruſe and diſputa- 
ble Points : But for that Faith whercon we 

zround 
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Want of it ; in Times of greateit Purity the 
L, y 


ſame Faith was profeſt, and in the worſt of | ik 


Times under the greateſt Corruptions it was 
ſtil preſerved: and that not in one Kingdom, 
or only here in the Meft, bur in all Parriar- 
chatcs; and in all Chriſtian Churches in rhe 
World. We have neither added nor dimt- 
niſh*d, nor made any Alteration 1n that Rule 
of Faith, which 1s x & Badge and the Ground 
of Chriſtianity. So tharas ro this Point, our 
Religion 1s now as it was long before Luther : 
We _ no other Creed than that which was 


univerſally profeſt all along. Our Diſpute |. 


with the Church of Rome is about their new 
one, made ſince Luther, and profeſt no where 
elſe but in her Communion ; that we cannot 
embrace. Ir had neither the ſame Authority 
from God nor from Men, as hath the Catho- 
lick Bchef, 


To make this plain here, I ſer the two - 


Crecds at large, to be conſulted as the Rea- 
der finds occaſion. 
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ground our Hopes of Salyation, nothing can. ,ff - 

be objected againſt it. Ir is che ſame where- 7 . | 
in every Chriſtian is baptiicd, rhe tame which © 
was before the Reformation, and bcfore the W).% 


The Catholick 
aud Apoſtolick 
Creed, explained 
by the Nicenc and 
tbeAthanaſian mn 
what concerns our 
Savioar s Divmi- 
ty, but never en- 
larged wntil the 
Comncil of 'Trent. 


' Beheve in 
God the Fa- 
ther Almighty, 
Maker of Hea- 
ven and Earth. 


And in Jeſus 
Chriſt, his only 
Son our Lord. 


+ Who wascon- 
| ecived by the 
Holy Ghoſt, 

$ born of the Vir- 
j gin Mary. 
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The Roman Creed. 


Moſt ſtedfaſtly admit and 

embrace the Apoſtolical and 
Eccleſiaſtical Traditions, with 
the reſt of the Conſtitutions and 
Obſervations of the Roman 
Chnrch. 


T alſo receive the Holy Scri- 
pture according to that ſenſe 
which the Holy Mother Church 
(whoſe it 15 0 interpret it ) hath 
held and doth hold ; nor will e- 
ver underſtand or interpret it 0- 
therwiſe than according to the 
unanimous Conſent of the Fa- 
thers. 

Tprofeſs alſo that there are ſe - 
ven true and proper Sacraments 
of the new Covenant inſtituted 
by our Lord jeſus Chriſt, and 
neceſſary to the Salvation of 
Mankind (tho' not all of them 
neceſſary to every Man) viR. 


Bapuſm, Confirmation, the 
| Eucha- 


Suffered un- 
der Pontias Pt1- 
ate, Was Cruci- 
hed, dead, and 


buried. 


He deſcended 
into Hell : the 
third Day he a- 
roſe again from 
the Dead. 

He aſcended 
mro Heaven, 
andfatreth on the 


Right Hand of 


God the Father 
Almighty. 
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Euchariſt, Pennance, ex- 
tream Unction, Orders and 
Matrimony, all which do 
confer Grace ; ana whereof 
Baptiſm, Confirmation and 
Orders cannot be repeated 
without Sacrileage. 

T likewiſe recerve and ad- 
mit all the recerved and ap- 
proved Rues of the Catholich 
Church in the ſolemn Admi- 
niſtration of all the aforeſaid 
SACraments. 

All and every thing which 
was defined and declared about 
Original Sin and juſtification 
by the moſt holy Council of 
Trent, [embrace and receive. 

[ profeſs lihewiſe that m the 
Maſs ts offered to God a true, 
proper and propitiatory Sacrifice 
for the Quick and Dead; and 
that im the moſt holy Sacrament 
of the Exchariſt, there ts really 
and ſubſtantially the Body and 
Blood, together with the Soul 
and Divmity of our Lord /+- 
{us Chrift : And that there ts 
a Converſion made of the whole 

Subſtance 
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From thence 
he ſhall come to 
judge the Quick 
and the Dead. 

I believe in 


the Holy Ghoſt, 


The HolyCa- 
tholick Church. 

TheCommu- 
non of Saints, 


The Forgive- 
neſs of Sins, 


The Refur- 
rection of the 


Body, 
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Subſtance of Bread into his Bo." 


dy, and of the wholeSubſtance 
of Wine into his Blood, which 


Converſion the C atholickC burch\ 


calls Tranſubſtantiation. 


\ 


[ alſo confeſs that under ei-\ 


ther Kind or Species only, whole 
and entire Chriſt and the true 
Sacrament 15 recerved. 


[ conſtantly hold that there | 


1s 4 Purgatory, and that the 
Souls there detaimed are helped 
by the Suſfrages of the Fauthful. 

As alſo that the Saints, who 
reign together with Chriſt, are 
tobe worſhipped, anaprayed to, 
and their Relicks to be vene- 
rated , 

I moſt firmly aſſcrt that the 
Images of Chriſt, of the Bleſſed 
Virgin, and of the other Saints, 
are tobe had and retained, and 
that due Honour and Worſhip 
7s to be imparted to them. 

I alſo affirm that the Power 
of Indulgeuces was left by Chriſt 
tohis Church, and that the Uſe 
of them 15 moſt ſalutary io Chri- 


ſftian People. 


I ac- 


vg. $ 


ce. 
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And the Life TIT acknowledge the Holy Ca- 
everlaſting. tholick and Apoſtolick Roman 
Cherch, to be the Mother and 
Miſtreſs of all Churches : And 
I promiſe and ſwear true Obe- 
dienc» to the Pope of Rome, 
whois; ChriſPs Vicar, and Suc- 
ceſſor to St. Peter the Prince 
of the Apoſtles. 

I alſo without do:1ht receive and profeſs all other 
things delivered, defined and declared by the 
acred Canons and the Oecumenical Councils, e- 
pecially by the moit holy Synod of Trent ; and 
all things contrary to them, with all Hereſies what- 
ever condemned, rejected and curſed by the Church, 
<[ likewiſe reject, and condemn and curſe. 

This true Catholick Faith, without which no 
Man can be ſaved, which at preſent I freely hold 
and profeſi, 1 will (by God's help) conſt antly re- 
tain and confeſs mtire and inviolable to my laſt 
Breath, and take care to the utmoſt of my Power, 
that the ſame ſhall be taught, held and profeſt by 
all under me, and whoſe Care jhall belong to me 
in my Office. I the aforeſaid N. promiſe, vow and 
ſwear it : So help me God, and theſe holy Evan- 


guls, 


This Roman Creed it 1s about which we 
difter : for as to the Chriſtian Crecd there 1s 
no 


j 


"FRE no Diſpute berwixrt us ; only -that we ac- 


. 
: 
: 
if 
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count it {ufficient, and will profeſs none cle, 

This 15 the Stare of the Diftcrence berwixr 
the Church of Roweand ours. We ſtand for 
that Faith which 1s confeſt of ail ſides to be 
rruly Carholick and Apoltolick ; and difown 
that Roman which thcy would 1unpoſe upon 
us. 


[ know that they ſcek ro rcrort this Obje-| 


ction of making of new Creeds, and would 
make the diſtinct Denial of rhe 1cveral Points 
of theirs to be 1n like manner fo many Arr1- 
cles of ours ; as it it were with us as funda- 
mental a 'Truth, that there 15 no Roman Pur. 
gatory, as that the Bload of Feſus Chriit cleanſeth 
us from all Sins ; Whercas it 15 moſt apparent 
that the Negative of falſc Opinions doth in 
no wiſe become a Part of the Chriſtian Do- 
CEtrine, nor of the Chriſtian Creed. 

True Religion 1s not to {well in Propor- 
tion to the Encreale of Errors, tor then eve- 
ry new Acdition to Chriſtianity would make 
a new neceſlury Article for the 1cjecting of it, 
and it would be 1n the Power of every Here- 
ſtarch ro enlarge the Rule of Faith againſt 
him. Whereas rhe Chrittian Faith was once 
delivered to the Saints, and muft ever remain 
the ſame, whatever Herefies tome Men are 
pleaſed ro broach. That Saints and Images 


arc 
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are to be worſhipped 15 a Point of the Ro- 
man Faith ; that they are nor,” 1s not a Point 
of mine ; *tis only a Declaration of my dif- 
owning this Roman Doctrine, as being nei- 
ther in the Chriſtian Creed, nor in the Word 
n W of God. The rctufing of Mens Errors, whe- 
n WY ther they be Pagans, or any Herericks, 1s not 

a Parr of our Belict, bur rather of our Disbe- 
- W lick. Our denying that Fepzrer, or Great Di- 
d ana, or any Creature, though never fo fo- 
3 WH Iemnly Canoniz'd, are to receive Religious 
- W Honours, is only a renouncing of Mens De- 
- W viccs, bur doth not conſtrue lo many new 
- W Doctrines ; only what God hath commanded 
Win this caſe, is Part of our Religion, Thow 
| WH [halt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt 
| Wh thou ſerve. 

Our Creed and Religion therefore is {till 
Unverſal, and truly Primimnive, although our 
rcjcEting tome Points which they have made 
Parr of rheirs in the Church of Rome, can be 
neither ſo Primitive nor ſo Univerſal. What 
our Church owns for her Saving Belief, is 
owrd, and ever was, by all Chriftian 
Churches 5 whar ſhe reje&s trom bcing ſuch, 
1s of a later Date, and was never ſo general. 
90 that inſtead of asking us, W here was our 
Rehg1ion beforc our Forefathers were ford 
to-lcave the Reman Church ? it ſhould rather 


C 
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be enquired, why they threw off thoſe ſeveÞg 
ral Teners contained in| the Roman Creed hr 
and then the Queſtion would be plain ane 
P 
} 
c 


fairly ſtated, and might from every Man tha 
hath but read the Bible, receive a clear An- 
{ſwer. Bur it 1s very unreaſonable to demand 
ſuch Authorities for refuſing of any new and 
abſurd humane Inventions, as for the recei 
ving thoſe Truths which God hath expreſ] 
revealed, and his Church received all along. 

As for the Vices or Virtues of King Henr 
the 8th, orany others, who were engaged to 
ſtruggle with the Papal Power and Uſurpa- 
tions, they ſignify noching to us. The enor- 
mous Faults of ſuch as are reputed Supream 
and Infallible Guides of a Party may well re- 
proach them : Bur our Religion hath no de- 
=_ on Hiſtorical Paſſages of any Mens 

oings. God's Veracity and Revelation 15 
the Ground we depend upon 5 Him we wor- 
ſhip, and in him we believe, as is to be ſeen 
m our Publick Liturgics : For that we claim 
the Warrant of his Word, and the Suffrage 
of all Chriſtian Churches, than which no Het- 
ter Ground, nor no higher Authority 1s ever 
to be had. It the Roman Creed had the ſame, 
we would embrace it heartily, for the well- 
being of our Souls ; or if it were leſs re- 


pugnant to the Chriſtian Inſtitution, we 


mighr 
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ight be perſuaded to comply, or to be ſilent, 
r the Peace and Tranquility of our pretent 
elfare. 

But my Deſign 1s only to ſettle and to pa- 
y them that are ftagger*dand diſturb'd wath 
e ruder Noiſe of Damnation daſhing againſt 
em ; and therefore I will purſuc things no 
rther than to ſhew, That neither the Judg- 
2nrof our Adverfarics, nor any thing where- 
both Churches Cifagree, any ways cndan- 
rs our future Happineſs : Bur thar as to 
e ſecuring rhe Eternal Welfare of our Im- 
ortal Souls, ours 1s to be preferred before 
ec Roman Communion. 


15 


— 


. Point, as to be much ditordered and diſmayed 
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A Discovrst ſhewing, &c. 


HE Concerns of Eternity being ſo t 
mendous, and many not 1o well inſtru 
ed as they ſhould, 'tis no wonder if ſo! 
Men are frighted with the fearful $ 

tence. pronounced againſt them by the Zealots 
the Roman Party. To any Man ſerious or ti 
rous, Threats of Damnation are terrible, even 
the Mouth of a Mortal Creature : Though 1t c 
betrays the Preſtuumption of any ſinful Man t 
dares fit on. the Tribunal of his Almighty Juds 
yet becauſe fome ate fo tender and fo weak in t 


fee themſelves adjudged to Hell, though it wete 
a Dream, or a melancholy Fancy ; therefore 1t n 
be worth the whule, brictly to ſtare the Caſe, al 
conſider on what Grounds they proceed, that fo fr 
ly pronounce our Doom. And I doubt not but 
make it appear that we want only their good Wor 
or alſo their good Will, when tor Safety and a fu 
Foundation we are at leaſt as well as they. It 
ſurprize and ſtartle to ſee one ſtare, and with gretie 
Confidence denounce that you ate a dead Man th 
cannot hve an Hour; but having recovered your fel 
and reflected upon't, you pals by without furth 
Harm, and ſmile at the Humour, There zs one L4 
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. The Proteſtant Religion, * &c., I, Þ 
giver, who 1s able' to ſave and to deſtroy. Who art ©. 
thou that judgeFt another ? 2g 421 \ 

' Qur intire dependance is upon God, as well fot 
the ſtate of Etermty as for the preſent. We do:not 
fall, when we-go hence, under anew or anu 
Power, neither- are lett to Mens Mercy : but'the 
ſame God by whom' we were taken out of our Mv- 
ther's Womb, and to whom we were left, when:we 
hang/d yer upon her. Breaſts ; he that took care. of 
us, and provided for us here upon Earth, is ſtill-t6 
diſtoſe of us in our future State : And we fhalt be 
judged by him, .by whom we were made and: re- 
deemed. ; Wil 

This God whom we now lerve, and under whoſe 
Almighty Dominion . we mutt ever remain, is jnfi- 
nitely gcod, He -wenld have all Men to be ſaved, antt 
to come to the bnowledge of the. Truth. Theretore: he 
doth not ſeek Advantages againſt them, nor lay 
Snares in their Way, nor wrap up his' Saving Light 
in Obſcurity, but deals with them in much Mercy; 
making that Grace of his which bringeth Salvation 
appear unto all Men, . that they may know the Way 
to Lite, and clearly fee what they muſt do to ob- 
tain Eternal Happineſs. This, God ſhews Men by 
that Revelation he hath made of his bleſſed Wil; 
how they ought to walk and to pleaſe him : There- 

all chings neceflary are very plainly expreſt, that 
Whey may be underſtood of all. And for a turther 
Help, and a greater Security to Men of all Capaci- 
erties, a Summary of Divine Truths, ſuch as are fun- 
 thiEdamental and needful; was by times made and ptc- 
r elpagated, together with the Chriſtian Religion, over 
rthEſall the World, $9 that we. have the Word of God; 
al. and 
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418 . The Proteſtant Religion 
-and the Apoſtolick Creed, both of .them- always at- 
teſted by the whole Chriſtian Chutch, as two tam 
Pillars, whereon to repoſe our ſelves. That 'we 
might be ſtrong and unmoveable in the Faith, aſſu- 
red:that we are; not 1mpoſed upon by our Guides, . 
ahd: that length of Time hath made no Alteration, 
but that we hold now the fame things which were 
taught by Chriſt, -and recerved of his Church ; and 
that we make nothing neceflary to Salvation, which 


from the Beginning was not 10. 

Firſt, then; /The Word of God contained in the 
Holy Bible is, by Conſent of all, that Saving Truth 
of God by which we muſt live, and by which we 
ſhall be judged ; fo that whatſoever is there written, 
Is ito be embraced as certain, and as coming; from 
God, Whether it relates to the Creation and the 
Government of the World, or to the many Won- 
ders which God wrought in formet Apes, to deliver 
his Pcople, and'to-confirm and atteſt his Revelation ; 
or to the Fall of Manand the Promiſe of a Saviour ; 
or to his Mifſion into the World, and his accom- 
Pliſhing the grcat Work of our Redemption; or to 
the Goſpel-Promiſes, and DocGtrines. and Mytteries ; 
or to Laws and Rules of Righteouſneſs, and Inſtiru- 
tions of Divine Worſhip ; whatſoever it relates to, :t 
s to. be embraced with an humble and obedient 
Faith, Nothing is to be queſtioned that is contained 
m the Bible ;. all humane Authorities and humane 
Reaſonings muſt ſubmit to it, for the Bible is the 
Word of God. | 

Go. into all the World ; and you ſhall find all 
Shurches every where aſſert the fame as well as we. 
The Jews concur with us in the Divine Authority s 

ene 
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the Sure#i Way to Heaven. 
the Ancient Oracles, before our Bleſſed Lord's: 
Coming : But all Chriſtians in every Part, and in 
every. Age of the Church, embrace and reverence 
both the Qld and New Teſtament, as the Book of 
God, wherein are contained the Declarations of hs 
Will, .and the Words of Eternal Life. It you en- 
quire what they thought of it, in the firſt or ſecond 
Ages after Qur Saviour, or at any other time ; or if 
you go to the Eaſtern of African Churches, or any 
the moſt remote Place where Chriſtianity is proteſt, 
you ſhall find all agreed in this, that the Bible con- 
tains the Doctrine of Eternal Salvation, and 1s the 
Word of, God. This is not a thing wherem the 
Greeks difter trom the Latins, or Proteſtants from 
the Papills ; but is the firm Belief of all. This 1s 
a moſt conſtant and invariable Tradition, which for 
Extent of Time and Place is univerfal, and there- 
fore of the greateſt Creda gltogethng ungqueſtionable. 
So here is a very great Number of Divine and un- 
doubted "Truths agreed upon by. all the Chriſtian 
World ; even all the plain and clear Pxopolitions 
contained m Holy Scripture. Although they be of 
things not ſeen, that are paſt or to come ; yet be- 
ng there revealed, they ai2 aflented to by all. d 
he that ſhould deny any of them, would be con- 
demaeg by Chnitians ot all Communions ; his re- 
tuſing tojacknowledge the Truth of any Contents 
of the Bible, would be interpreted a Nemal of God's 
Veracity, becaute they are all perfwaded, that the 
Bible 1s the Word of God, written by the Gutdance 

and the Iofpiration of his Holy Spuit. —_ 
He that rejetts this Foundation on whuch all 
Chrifbans axe grounded, .cught never to cqncan 
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himſelf in the Differences among them, nor pre- 
tend to be of any Church ; for by his denying the 
Truth of that Revelation which they all own to be 
Divine; and ' whereon they rely, he makes himſelf 
an Infidel, and a Party againſt them all. And yet 
if we could fre to the bottom of Things, I doubt 
not but it wonldappear, that the Diſputes and Con- 
tentions which are among Chriſtians, are moſt ea- 
gerly promoted by ſuch as deride thoſe great Truths 
which they all own to be fundamental. They-that 
jointly believe the Truth and the Divine Authority 
of the Holy Scripture, are fet to wrangling among 
themſelves about iome of its moſt obſcure and unnece\- 
fary Places, by them that believe none of it; and for 
not mutually embracing and praCtifing upon thoſe 
moſt important Points whereon we are agreed, we 
expoſe thoſe Doctrines of our common Salvation, 
which we all profeſs, to the Contempt of the pro- 
phane and incredulous World. ry 
Secondly, The other Pillar which together with 
the Holy Scripture, ſtrongly Supports of our Faith, 
1s the Chriſtian Creed. We find alſo for this the 
ſame Conſent of all Chriſtian Churches, they are 
unanimous in the Belief and Profeſſion of it, and 
hold all its Articles to be thoſe great and neceſſary 


Truths without which none can be ſaved. Whereas! 


the ſeveral Contents of the Bible, although equally 
true, yet are not of an equal Concern, and are too 
numerous to be carried in mind ; There was a- Col- 
letion of thoſe principal Points which are neceſary 
to all, drawn and appointed from the Beginning, as 
a Form of ſound Words, or a Summary of the Chri- 
Rian Saying Faith. This we call the Apoſtles _— 

| 2nd 
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and this, I fay, 1n all Ages of the Church, and in 
the full Extent of it, hath been received as a Con- 
feflion of that Faith, without which none can be 
ſaved. Go to Rome, or. to Geneva, or among the 
Lutherans, or the Meoſcovites, or the Greeks, or E- 
thiopians, as many as call on the Saving Name of 
TM do thus make Contetiion of their Faith in 
him. Befides that each Article 1s very expreſly and 
in many Places revealed in the Holy Bible, here is 
the unanimous Agreement of the whole Church 
from firſt to laſt, in every Nation, and every Period 
| of Time from the Days of Chriſt, that this is the 
Badge and Cognizance of a Chriftian Believer, and 
© | that the Profelſion of this Beliet 1s the Faith once 
delivered to the Saints, which ſhall endure to the 
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c: End of the World. Into this Faith, and none 0- 
2. | ther, all Chriſtians are Baptized, in all Communi- 


ons, thereby to be made Members of Chritt's Ca- 
| tholick Church, and Heus of Everlaſting Life, it 
h | they keep it unto the End whole and undehied. 
hefl Thus for the believing any of thoſe Points con- 
tained in the Apolties Creed, or any of the Hifto- 
nd4"'es, Promiſes or Commands deliver d in Holy Scti- 
pture, a Chrittian hath the bett Warrant he can 
have for the Belief oft any thing upon Earth, even 
Iy| the joint Atteſtation of the whole Church of every 
Age, who teſtihed publickly, and ſometimes ſealed 
their Teſtimony with their Blood, that the Bible is 
the Word of God, and the Creed is the Faith of 
a Chnit. However Chriſtians have fall'n out about 
hri. ether things, as to theſe they are at one, The Be- 
ed þief of this engageth you into no Diſpute with any. 
nd Bee 15 a very great Number of moſt qnarvellous 
| B 3 Tranf- 
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Tranfattions, and gracious Promiſes, and righteous 
Laws, and important Predictions which are own'd 
by all to be Divine and infallibly True. Your Belief 
and Profeſſion of theſe depend not upon your Fan- 


cy, or the Opinions of private Guides, or the Tra- 


dition of your Country, or of your Party, but up- 
on the unanimous Witneſs of millions of wiſe and 
ood Men, Apoſtles,. Martyrs, Confeſfors, and all 
thoſe numerous Chriſtian Societies diſpers'd over the 
World, which make up the univerſal Church. 

Here 1s enough owned of all {1des to make up an 
happy Agreement betwixt all Churches; The ha- 
ving the lame Bible, and the ſame Creed, 1s a very 
firm and large and laſting Foundation for Peace. 
Here are all things that are of the greatett Moment 
tor Faith and a good Lite, tor the Service of God 
and the Salvation of our Souls, every where receiv'd 
and profeft, He that ſhould weigh the Importance 
of each of thoſe Truths which are acknowledged by 
all, would wonder what 1t 1s that can divide Chri- 
ſtians, and make them fo fierce and uncharitable 
one againſt another. We fee Bigots of ditterent 
Communions damn and deftroy one another, as if 
they were not Partakers of the fame Nature, and 
joyned together by owning the fame God and the 
ſame Saviour, and all the chieteſt Articles of the 
fame Religion. Beſides Mens Ignorance and Malice 
and mtemperate Zeal, no Account can be given 
of the unbeſreming Contennons of Chriſtians a- 
mong themſelves ; but that the things wherein they 
differ are of a preſent Concernment, for Wealth or 


" Dominion. Secular - Intereſt and humane Paflions 


ho doubt have wade the Breach, and they thate- 


cretly 
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ceetly laugh at all Religions, and neither regard the 
Creed nor the Word ot God, ſet on the Zealots to 
difpute, and for their own Ends make uſe of the 
Contention ; when all this while there is a vaſt 
Collection of Truths for Comfort and Contempt of 
the World, tor Meekneſs and mutual Love, profeft 
to be firmly believ'd by all Parties engag'd. 

But as Men are always craving and purſuing new 
things, rather than they will make an Eſtimate of 
what they have recerv'd, becauſe they love to extend 
their Deſires, rather than to be ſatisfied, and to be 
thankful ; fo they rather chuſe to wrangle and dif- 
pute about the meaneſt Punctilios wherem they are 
at odds, than to reft in the greater things wherein 
they are agreed, becauſe they love to talk and to con- 
tend, better than to practiſe and embrace each other. 

This unſettles ſome Men that they know not 
what to beheve, and gives great occaſion to the 
prophane to deſpiſe Religion, as if all the Talk a- 
bout it were arbitrary and uncertain ; they magnifie 
the Varicty of Opinions, and make as if the whole 
were matter of Conteſt, when they ſee the Con- 
tenders act as if they were agreed about nothing. 
Whereas I fay, all the great Articles have —_—_ 
been unqueitioned, notwithſtanding the Peevi 
neſs of ſome, and the ill Deſigns of others, fill 
the ſame Rules of Holineſs, and rhe fame Points of 
Belief, have remained conſtant and embraced by alk: 
Theſame Divine Revelation and the ſame Chriſtian 
Faith have every where prevail'd, and m the midit 
of all Diſputes been preſerved and acknowledged. 
So that the whole Subttance, and all the neceſlat 
Parts of Religion, have always been facred, conte 


| and reverenc'd by all Chriſtian Churches. The 
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ticles of Faith-; but it doth him no harm 
and the Chriſtian Life together, 


-:'The twelve Articles of our Creed, and all the/un- 
contraverted Truths revealed in Holy Scripture, 
make up a Body. of Divinity fo full, ſa excellent, 
and ſo comprehenfive, that if we compare it with 
Uncertainties and Difſentions' that were every: 
where in the Heathen World, at the firſt preaching 
of Chriſtianity, we ſhall look on its Profeſſors as 
very harmonious and very well agreed. There were 
never ſo many things ſo Great, ſo Wondertul, of ſo 
infinite a Concern to Mankind, fo ſtrongly atteſted, 
or ſo firmly believed by ſuch infinite Multitudes of 
civiliz'd and knowing Men 1n all Parts of the World, 
for ſo many Ages together. 
- Here is a Foundation whereon every good Chri- 
ſtian may build Peace and Charity towards all his 


' Brethren, of whatever Countries or Communions 


they be, and may eſtabliſh a ſure Hope of Eternal 
Happineſs to his own Soul : if he doth heartily pro- 
feſs and obey thoſe undoubted Truths which are 
embrac'd and acknowledged by all Chriſttan Chur- 
ches. He that is fully perſuaded of the Truth of 
Chriſtianity, and willing to depend for his Salvation 
upon that plain and eſſential Part of it, which is con- 
fefed by all, and to lay the great Streſs of his Hopes 
and of his Obedience upon. his Creed, rather than 
upon controverted Points ; he hath what will com- 
fort his Soul, and encourage him to live well ; and 
he is fafe, peaceable and unmoveable in the midit of 
all Diviſions: he may be doom'd, and called Names 
by them that would 1mpoſe ther Opinions as Ar- 
' whilſt he 
ſtands firm upon the Rock. of the Chriſtian:Creed, 


Thels 
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Theſe two are acknowledged of all fides, to be 
both requiſite and ſufficient to Salvation : Faith and 
; EWorks together making up the whole Condition of 
; that Goſpel-Covenant, to which is annexed the Pro- 

miſe of eternal Life. Theretore in enquiring why 

they are all condemn'd as Reprobates, that are not 
- Hof the Roman Communion, we mult conſider what 
are the Advantages peculiar to that Party. 


To rather their Faith be more ancient and Ca- 
olick. 

IT. Whether their Worſhip be purer, more con- 
formable to God's Ward. 

Il. And whether their Righteouſneſs exceeds 
that of all others. 


I. I begin with that Faith- which is peculiar to 

ome, and 1s at large ſet down in the IntroduCtion. 
It indeed contains more Articles than that of any 
other Church, and it may fſhll receive further En- 
ceaſe, whilſt their Popes and Councils can make 
nd 1mpoſe new Definitions as neceſſary ; but we 
pelieye that Saying Truths are neither made by Mens 
\uthority, nor evidenced by Number. We are con- 
ented with that Faith once delivered by Chriſt and 
is Apoſtles, and from the Beginning received by 
he whole Church, and for this are declared Here- 
icks, and adjudged tp Perdition. 
That Roman Faith about which we differ, is 
made {ſo eſſential and 1o neceſſary, that thew Con- 
erts are appointed by the Roman Pontihcal, in an- 
wer to the Biſhops Queſtions, that Reconciles him 
© make an expreſs Profeſſion of it ; and if he were 
a 


/ 


ANA 4 hw [1/3 7: 


4-+ -1 


jw] 


% : #5 # - "oi I . 
5 «FX; * | A, 'S. I, F L 
p PEE "WM "3s . - Can Cs 4 of 
o Y % — 


The Proteſtant Religion 


a noted Heretick,'evento twear toit ; condemning all 
to Damnation-that embrace not the ſame ; and pro- 
miſing that if ever he acts or believes any thing con- 
T oy to that Qath he takes with both his Hands on 
| the holy Evangils, he will ſubmit himfelt to the Se- 
Ii! verity of the Canons. | 
| Although we be fo far agreed wich the Church of 
| Nome (as hath been fecn betore) yet they lay fo 
i great a Streſs upon their new Creed, and derive fo 
| much of their Devotions trom it, That it is an aſto- 
if niſhing and formidable Change to paſs from our 
wy C hurch mto theirs. Beſides the Surpriſe of their 
Si 41 publick Worſhip, which by a great Variety of Ce- 

»! -remontes, Images, and the Latm Tongue appears 
veiy ftrange : They have a preſcribed Form of re- 
conciling Hereticks, to which none can ſubmit, but 
they that are fully perſuaded that thoſe Opinions, 
whach became a Creed fince the Council ot Trext, 
are part of that Saving Truth of God, which mutt 
be believed and profett under Pain of eternal Dam- 
nation. 

It is not, as fome may fancy or perhaps are told} 
when ſolcited to change, that they ſhall tind it very 
eaſy, and be received upon what Terms they pleale : 
'But the Church of Rowe, as all other wiſe Societies, 
hath its fixt Rules and Forms, and follows them 
without taking Notice of the Talk or Thoughts of 
private Perſons. There 1s nothing can juſtity the 
"Change, or make it tolerable to a Man of Conſci- 
ence, but the being convinc'd of the Truth and Ne- 
cellity of theſe Roman Doctrines, which thitherto 
were no Part of his Creed. When he hath ſearch'd 
and us'd all proper means to underſtand the Points 
I! 
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in Diſpute, and to fatisfy himſelf , and finds him- 


ſelf thoroughly perſinaded that there is no Salvation 
in our Church, and that the Belief and Worſhip pe- 
culiar to the Church of Rome are truly Chriftian, 
and the necefary Terms of our Acceptance with 
God, then is he oblig'd to follow his Light, and to 
make Profeſſion of what he believes to be Truth. 
But till a Man be thus convinc'd, his forſaking ours 
to joyn with the Church of Rome 1s a great Preva- 
rication againſt God and Men, that will make him 
odious to both, and be inexcuſable here and hereafter. 
The formal Abjuration of all that the Roman 
Church doth condemn, and the tolemn Profefiion 
with a ſacred Oath of all her Religious Doctrines 
and Practices in their tull Latitude, (as 1s pretended 
in the Roman Pontihcal ) ſhould make every doubt- 
ing Perſon amonglt us very ſerious and very inqui- 
fitive, clearly to know what he doth leave, and what 
he muſt embrace, it he reſolves to forlake ours, and 
embrace the Roman Communion. 

The caſe will be much more tolerable with them 
that were born and educated in that Perſuaſicn, it 
they are in a Miſtake ; they having never profeſs'd, 
nor perhaps had means to know any thing elle, 1s a 
Plea of which they are not capable, who grown to 
Years of Diſcretion, turn trom one Church to ano- 
ther. Theſe had need take great Care that: they 
deal uprightly, and examine tothe Bottom of things, 
otherwiſe they Mock God and Men, and muſt ex- 
pect to fare accordingly. 

I do not deny, but that Perſons of Underſtand- 
ing and Sincerity may be prevail'd upon to paſs 
from ours into the Roman Church, tor whulſt Men 

are 
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are mortal they may err and be impos'd upon : And 
may they all obtain Mercy that truly fear God, and 
embrace what they judge to be his Truth, (though 
they be miſtaken) I only fay, that no Man educated 
amoneſt us that really believes his Chriſtian Creed, 
and would not throw his Soul away, can make Pro- 
feſſion of the Roman Faith, till he becomes fully 
convinc'd of its Truth and Neceſſity. For now it 1s 
not as it was before the Council of Trent, when the 
Church of Rome it ſelf had no other Confeſſion of 
Faith, but only the Chriſtian which 1s common to 
all Churches, and thoſe Opinions which have fince 
become Articles of the Roman Faith, needed not 
be explicitly proteſt, if they were but let alone and 
not diſputed againſt : Whereas now fince P:#s the 
4th, Hereticks fo called, that become Proſelytes, 
mult make a ſolemn and exprets Declaration, that 
they believe every thing that the Church of Rome 
doth either teach or practiſe, and that they will 
ſubmit and conform intirely to all that ſhe pre- 
{cribes either for Faith or tor Divine Worſhip. This 
I fay no Man of Conſcience or Honour can do, till 
he become equally perſuaded of the Truth and Ne- 
ceſlity of the Roman, as ot the Chriſtian Creed. 
Confidence proves nothing, and makes nothing to 
be really Divine, and we all know that Religion is 
not what ſome Men will call fo : neither can we be- 
lieve as we would, or as we are bid ; we muſt have 
ſufficient Reaſons that thoſe things are from God, 
which are propoſed to our Faith; 1o that perſuaded, 
as we are, we might for Temporal Detigns. play 
the Hypocrites and difſemble, but we can never be- 
come Proſelytes to the Church of Rome. _ 
whi 
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whilſt we have reaſon to believe that thoſe Articles 
of Faith, which are peculiar to that Church, arerta- 
ther contrary to God's Revelation than contained in 
it, and fo think it our Duty to. diſown their Ro- 
man Creed : We are fo far from apprehending our 
ſelves to be in danger ot Damnatzon for ſo doing, 
that we rather believe we ſhould incur that Danger, 
if againſt our Perſuaſion and Conſcience we ſhould 
ſolemnly proteſt and declare thoſe things to be our 
Belief and our Faith, which indeed are not fo. 

How juſt and material are our Objections againſt 
each particular Doctrine which Rome would impole 
upon vs, 1s to be ſeen in many of the late Treaties 
upon thoſe Subjects : So here I ſhall give no further 
Account why we reject the -Roman Creed, than by 
making upon it theſe three general Reflections, 
which alone might be ſufficient to. prove that it can 
in no wiſe be neceflary to Salvation. mr 

1, That the Roman Creed ſeems to be calculated 
for the Meridian of This World, rather than for the 
obtaining the Happineſs of That which 1s to corne. 
The Chriftian Creed doth make no Man greater or 
richer here on Earth ; it is a Profeftion of our 


F Faith in God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghott, which 


unites us to hun, engageth us to love and to ſerve 
him, and to confeſs Chriſt before Men, and obey 
his Goſpel ; the end of it: is to make us". hope 
well and live well, to give us Comfort againſt all 
Sorrows, and Strength againſt all Temptations. 
But the Roman Creed makes - the Roman Court 
very great and. very rich, and makes Men have a 
great dependance upon it. Ir eftabliſheth thoſe:O- 
pinions Which much advance- the Roman Domimi- 
on, 
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on, making Rowe tobe the Mother and Miſtreſs of 
all Churches; engaging Men to ſubmit intirely to 
her, in embracing all her Traditions and Conftituti- 
ons; and obliging all hers that have any Power, to 
uſe 1t to the utmoſt, to bring all Men, as they are 

able; under her Obedience. | n 
\Fhen for Gam you have ſeveral Articles, the Do- 
&rine of Purgatory, and of Indulgences, the Wor- 
ip of Saints and Images, which doth nat exclude 
Gifts and Oblations to:them; and the Sacrifice of the 
Maoftered, as they are paid for it, for the living or 
tor the dead ; befides all the Appeals to Rome, and 
the Bulls and Expeditions from it ;; Read their 
whole Creed over again, and you will clearly ſee 
that it all makes for the Empue; or the Proht of 
Rome.” T1sa ſhrewd Suſpicion that they that have made 
it, and 1mpos'd it upon. the World, did: therein re- 
gard their own Advantage more than the Truth of 
Chriſtian Religion. When the old: uruverfal Chri- 
tian Creed makes all for the Honour of God; and 
for the SanCtification. and Salvation of humane Souls, 
d this new | 5p Creed bs all tur the Glory ang 
the Power of Rowe; who that hath not refign'd up 
his reaſon, but will be forc'd to think, that the one 
is to bring Men to. Heaven, and the: other to bring 

Profit to Rome. | | | 

2. A Man will be ſa much the more contirm'd in 
this Opinion, when. he ſhall obſerve that the Roman 
Zeal is all turned this Way: The Engeavours of 
their Zealots are much greater to make Mcn of the 
Roman Perſuation; as to. the controverted Pounts; 
than to make Chriſtians in what we are all agreed 2 
and amoneſt them a Man that believes the. Bib ne 
ene 
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the ancient Creeds is as much damn'd and hated as 
> Hit he were a meer Zurb or Heathen, Their Pro- 
= Iceedings againſt them whom they. call Hereticks; 
2 Bhave been much more bloody and violent than a- 
© Egainſt meer Unbelievers;; as it owningthe ſame God 
and Saviour, and the fame Articles of Hope and Re- 
- Edemption were nothing, except we alſo own the 
- Jſame Submulſion to Rome. | 
E ' It may be reckoned as an Inſtance of their great 
e BEarneſtneſs to propagate their Creed, that their later 
r Miracles, for morc than theſe five hundred Years, 
&> Fare all in the behalf. of it. The Faith. once deliver- 
ir Hed to the Saints, was evidenced by thoſe ancient Mi- 
e Eracles recorded in the Bible: But this Growing Faith 
* Hof Rome is recommended to Peoples Belief by later 
e Wonders, ſuch as their L.egends and Brewaries, and 
2- many Books of Devotion contam. I need not tay 
f that many of thoſe Miracles here in the Weſtern 
1- Church are ſo dubious and ill-contriv'd, that they 
> Fmake lictle for the Credit of thoſe Dottrines which 
S; they are defign'd to vouch : I only note that they 
d Bare all intended for to make credible thoſe: Points of 
Þ the Roman Faith which are deſtitute of the Teſti- 
1 Ymony of God's Word, andof the Univerſal Church * 
8 Rand that 1f we had not better Miracles, and much 
eter atteſted, for the Proot of that Religion that 
n Kane from 7ers/alem, than they have for that which 
um came from Rome, Libertines would not want an ad- 
of Fvantageous Plea to juſtifie their Infidelity. | 
he UB And, 3. We may add, that this Roman Creed is 
is; {both new and confin'd, whereas the Chriftian is as 
1 2 FCatholick as the Church it ſelf; that is, is equally 
id extended to all Tunes and Places, was. ever _ 
where 
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where receiv'd, and is now profeſt in all Churches, 
and in all Parts of the World. Inſtead of this Lini-N 
verſality for Ages and Extenſion, the Roman Creed | 
bears date 1564, and being dated from Rome, is pro 
feſt by none but thoſe of that Communion, which} | 
are but few, in compariſon with the reſt of the Chri- | 
ian World. So that if you paſs into the 4frican,ſ} | 
or Greek, or Eaſtern Churches, which are vaſt andJ , 
numerous, you ſhall find no other but that. of. theſſ} ; 
Apoſtles, explained by the Nicene and the ArhanaÞh 1 
fran ; if in ſome of theſe Places they have ſome offi ; 
t 
t 
i 
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the Roman Opinions, or ſomeof their ownas doubt 
ful and new, yet they have no other Confellion © 
Faith, than as we have in our Reformed Churche 
in the Wes. | | £631 1 

Nay even in the Church of Rome, in the third , 
Selſion of the Tridentine Council,” 1546, they made} , 
a Decree, that according to the Example of the Fa 8 
thers, ©* they would makea Contfethion of that Faith] ;; 
** Which in ancient times had been an 1mpenetrableſſ} , 
** Shield againft all Herefies, which alone had beenfſ| ,, 
** uſed tor the Converſion of Unbelievers, for that .. 
*© Contufion of Hereticks, -and for the Contirmarti - 
* on of the Faithful; and then repeated the N:cer 


Creed and no more; declaring, '* That that was the - 


*< expreſs and formal Faith ot the Church of Rowe 
*© that Faith which is the Principle of Chriſtian U 
**© mity, and the fure and only Foundation again 
*© which the Gates of Hell ſhall never prevail. 
Happy: had it been for the Chriſtian World, 1 
this matter had ſo remain'd ; and the Roman Arti 
cles under Pies 4. eighteen Years after, had not beet 


made a neceffry and cllential. Part of the Catholis 
| | | "alt 
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Faith. However 'tis to be obſerv'd further, that e- 
ven now in the Roman Church, when they baptize 
Children or grown Perſons, they uſe none but the 
Apoſtles Creed; and to make them Members of 
Chriftand of his Church, and Heirs of his Kingdom; 
obhge them to the Profeſſion of no other Articles, 
but thoſe that are the ancient Confeffion of Faith 
common to all Chriſtian Churches. Nay, more, 
whilſt they live in that Communion in all Acts of 
Worſhip, and when they die in it, and are to make 
the laſt Conteflion of that Saving Faith, of which 
they ſoon expect the End and Conſummation, they 
uſerone but the three Catholick Creeds; the Roman 
ierves only to tic all Power and Government to St. 
Peter's Chair, and to perſecute Hereticks withal. So 
that this Roman Crecd being tor Temporal Advan- 
de tapes, beg not contain'd in the Word of God, ror 
"£ proved by the Tetimony, nor by the Miracles of 
the Primitive Church, nor received by former Ages; 
biel ror by any Church but the Roman, nor by that bur 
very lately, and only m ſome caſes proteſt : we have 
great reaſon to believe, that it 1s in no wite neceflary 
ay to Salvation. The Chriftian and univerſal Creed 
'Y having been eſteemed ſuthcient without any other, 
Thc for more than fifteen hundred Years, ought to be fo 
Y citeemed ſtill, without this Addition, whichis proved 


UY but by very unhkely and uncertain Miracles, and by 
we the Atteſtation of but that one particular Church, tor 
& whoſe Wealth and Grandeur it fo intirely makes. 

' ' Theſe things conſidered, we ought no ways tobe 
ay diſmayed with the frightfal Words or Countenance of 
ror any that pronounce us accurs'd and damn'd, becauſe 


+ Ye hold not, nor can believe what Pirts the 4th. 
_ C d1d 
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did lately declare to be de Fide requiſite to Salvation. 
We ſhall find ſaving In{truchons and Comfort e- 
nough in the Chrittian Creed, which God's Word 
exprelly confirms, and the whole Church hath ever 
own'd, if we embrace and ſtudy more and more the 
Divine and invariable Truths it contains, and fincere- 
ly endeavour to lead our Lives accordingly. 


II.' What I have affirmed of the Roman Faith, is 
to be underſtood alſo of the Roman Worſhip : That 
Part of it which is not approved by us 1s very bad ; 
palliated or reproved by the cunningeſt or wiſeſt of 
their Church ; or however no ways neceſſary, which 
is all I am at preſent concerned 1n. 

Indeed as to the Eſſentials of Divine Worſhip all 
Chriſtians are agreed, That God ſhould have our 
Prayers and Praiſes, in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Mediator ; even the matter of our Requelts is 
hxt and uniform amongſt all that own the Lord's 
Prayer ; fo tar the Church of Rome hath many ex- 
cellent and ancient Compoſures, very unlike thoſe 
new ones we reject. That part of their publick or 
private Worſhip which is grounded upon the Chri- 
{tian Creed, is very good : and it they went no far- 
ther, we might as lawfully joyn with them, as they 
might with us. We have inſerted nothing doubttul 
or controverted in our Offices of Religion, nothing 
but what as to the Senſe is uſed and approved by 
all Churches. Had they done fo, and extended 
their Worſhip no turther than could be juſtified by 
that Chriſtian Belief which is common to all, the 
Differences betwixt them and other Chriſtians had 
been much leſs, and more reconcileable. But thay 
| ave 
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have turned all the Pots of their new Creed into 
Exerciſes of publick Religion : and theſe we do not 


think to be acceptable to God, nor requiſite to acquit 


us of that Adoration and Service which we owe to 
his Divine Majeſty. 

We are per{waded that without making or wor- 
ſhipping Images of God, wemay pay him that Ho- 
mage which he requires of us; that if we devoutly 
commemorate our Saviour's Paſſion, and with thank- 
ful Hearts put our Truſt in the Merits of it, we ſhall 
not need to. worſhip the Figure of his Croſs ; and 
that 1f we lifr up our Hearts to Heaven, to adore 
hum on the Right Hand of God, we need not wor- 
(ip the Hoſt kere on Earth, which many Chriſti- 
ans believe to be only the Sacrament of his Death, 
and none can be ſure to be the Subſtance of his na- 
rural Body ; no not according to the Tenents of the 
Church of Rome. 

Likewiſe that part of their Worſhip which relates 
to Creatures ; the ſolemn Blelling or contecrating I- 
mages, that beg hallowed, they may be ht to be 
ſet up to receive Incenſe and Oblations and many Ho- 
nours, and to excite their Devotion to Saints and 
Angels : thew manifold Pilgrimages and Prayers to 
thote beatihed Creatures; The great dependence they 
exprets to have upon their Intercefſion, their Merit 
and thew Power ; The many Muacles and Mercics 
they are {aid to receive from them ; And the high 
Celebrations and Returns of religious Gratitude which 
they render to them : All theſe which make too great 
a Part of their publick and private Devotions, we have 
great reaſon to beheve to be inconfiftent with God's 
revealed Will, and with our Duty and Obligations to 
him ; or however, no ways neceſlary. C 2 | 
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I appeal to them that have either read the New 
Teſtament, or learned the Creed, the Lord's Pray- 
er, and the. Ten Commandments, which all” Chur- 
ches teach to be the Principles of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, whether our calling upon him mn whom we 

eve, and ſerving him alone that hath declared 
himflt jealous of his Honour, and ufing no Images 
in our Addreſſes to him that hath torbid them , and 
approaching to God by that one Mediator whom he 
hath appointed, and who died and merited all for 
us, and bad us come to him, and uſe his Name a- 
lone in all our Requeſts ; Whether this Worſhip 
which is paid to God amongſt us, be not more con- 
formable to his holy Word, and to the Grounds of 
our common Chrittianity, than that which 1s eſta- 
bliſhed in the Church of Rome 2 Whatever they 
may think of us where the Inquifition reigns, and 
under it blind Ignorance, and a terrible Averſion a- 
gainſt them that are called Hereticks; yet elſewherc 
Men of better Senſe and greater Inftruction, though 
of the ſame Church, can hardly pronounce us to be 
God's Enemies, and the Objects of his Wrath, be- 
cauſe we are afraid to give his Glory to others, and 
to tranſgreſs his Laws : or however their Thoughts 
will not alter the caſe, and can do us no Harm, we 
having a Rule of God's own preſcribing to believe 
and to worſhip by, and whilſt we render to God the 
things that are God's, we need not fear the raſh 
Centures of uncharitable Men. 

We have the Warrant of Hoiy Scripture, and the 
Concurrence and Approbation of all Chriſtian Chur- 
ches for the Worſhip eſtabliſh't m our Church : if 


Wm accordingly we ferve God with Sincerity and De- 


votion, 
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votion, we ſhall have the Reward of them that di- 
ligently ſeek him; however we tranſgreſs no Law of 
his, and we run no Risk : But if the worſhipping of 
Saints and Images ſhould prove unacceptable, the 
Papiſts run a great Danger, they having neither An- 
tiquity nor Scripture for the ſame, whilſt the Ad- 
monitions of their Fellow Chriſtians, and ſome Di- 
vine Prohbitions are point-blayk againſt, 1t. 


II. As for the Neceſſity of a good Life, our 
Church recommends it at leaſt as much as the Ro- 
man. All Chriſtians beheve a Judgment to come, 
and a Retribution to Men according, to thew Works; 
ſo we have all the ſame Promiſes of God, and the 
ſame Rewards propounded to encourage us to do 
good ; we believe the ſame Threats and the fame 
Puniſhments to deter us from Evil ; we all think 
our ſelves obliged to Morality , and to be truly ver- 
ruous, knowing that without Holineſs no Man fhall 
lee God : and I make no doubt but that in other 
Chriftian Communions as well as in ours, there are 
many who truly fear God and work Righteouſneſs. 
The Difterence betwixt us and the Roman Church, 
1s not whether or no we ought to be good ; but e- 
very one in either Church, according to his - Smce- 
nty and his firm Perſwaſion of the Truth of Chri- 
{tianity, endeavours to approve himfelf to the Sear- 
cher of Hearts ; fo far we are agreed. They have 
many things in their Roman Creed, and in their 
Worſhip, which we cannot approve ; but we have 
the fame Rules of Life, the ſame Divine Laws tq 
direct our Qbedtence. 


And 
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And IT would to God we did all join in thoſe 
things which admit of no Diſpute, and wherein we 
are all agreed, 2rGa did lay the great Streſs of our 
Hopes and of our Endeavours on them, v:z. the 
hearty Profeſſion of the fame Chriſtian Creed, the 
fincere Worſhip of the ſame God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, and a ſerious Earnettneſs to follow the 
Example'and the Precepts of our common Saviour, 
and to live in this preſent World ſoberly, righteoutly 
and godly : Theſe that are the great things of God, 
and the Foundations of Chriſtian Religion, and of 
true Goodneſs being owned on both tides, if they 
were minded as our Intereſt in them, and their cer- 
tainty do require, would go near to compoſe our 
Difterences in-other things, and to reſtrain that un- 
charitable Zeal which hath dcom'd to Damnation 
Millions of good Chriſtians, 

However, they that truly belive all the Articles 
of the Chriſtian Faith, and Worſhip God according 
to his Will, and our Saviour's Inſtitutions, and are 
careful to live like Chriſtians worthy of the Goſpel, 
need not regard thoſe Devices, nor tear thoſe Judg- 
ments which proceed only from Men ; they may be 
true and happy Saints both here and hereafter, that 


have for Faith, and the Service of God, and for a | 


Holy Life all that is of Divine Appointment, with- 
out the Roman Additions. Our rejecting what 
the Church of Rome hath for her Intereſt impoſed, 


where her Power doth reach, will in no wiſe ex- | 
clude us from Heaven, if we be true to what we | 


own, If by our Life and Profeſſion we confeſs 
Chriſt here before Men, and are not aſhamed of 
him, nor of his Words, we need not fear he ſhould 
here- 
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hereafter diſown us, becauſe of their ' Anger that 
would have us take for Goſpel whatever they di- 
ctate. Damnation ſhall nor be inflicted according 
to Mens Pailions and Uncharitableneſs ; we ought 
to run from the Danger of 1t, as tar as is poſſible, 
by preſerving that Faith, we were baptized into, 
pure and undefiled, and by living according to it : 
But had the Promiſes of Mercy and Salvation been 
annexed to our Subiniflion to Roe, either the unt- 
verſal Church would have clearly expreſſed it in 
making Men Members of Chritt, and Keiws of his 
Kingdom, or to be ſure Cod would have revealed 
it. And fecing none of theſe is done, it doth plain- 
ly demonſtrace that ſuch a Suomytion 15 dehigned 
tor Temporai Power, but no ways requiitte to bring 
Men to Heaven, and that conſequently the hard 
Sentence of Roman Bigors againſt us, may be pre- 
judicial to them, but can do us no Harm. 

This might tuffice to ſhew that we are lafe not- 
withitanding ther Outcries of Damnation againſt us, 
that part of their Rehgion which 1s called Popery, 
being, no part of God's revealed Will and Saving 
Truth, nor of the Primitive and Catholick Chriſti- 
anuty embraced by the whole Chriuttian Church. 

In point of Faith, or of Divine Worſhip what 1s 
peculiar to them 1s tar enough trom being neceſſary : 
and for Rules of Converſation we have the iame 
Precepts, and believe the ſame Promiſes and the 
ſame Puniſhments. So that though we reject ma- 
ny of their own Inventions, yet {till we want nothing 
neceſary to Salvation, and 1n order to it, they have 
no Adyantage over us. 
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But I may not ſtay here. The Intereſt of Truth 


and humane Souls obligeth me to ſay farther, that 


we are ſafer in our Church, and have ſeveral Adyan- 


' tages for the obtaining Comfort and eternal Happi- 
neſs, of which they are deſtitute in the Church of 


Rome. 

. Firſt, I fay that we are ſafer. What we believe as 
an Article of Faith, is undoubtedly true, owned by 
all Chriſtians in all Ages of the World, and plainly 
revealed im God's Word ; whereas thoſe Traditions 
which the Church of Rowe hath tack'd to the anci- 
ent Faith,are newly coyn'd,and yet more newly made 
a Creed, are not warranted by Divine Revelation, 
nor embraced by Chriſtians of other Communions, 
And what a Pretumption 1s it to change the Terms 
of Salvation, and make thoſe things neceſſary which 
God hath not preſcnbed, and the Chrittian Church 
for many hundred Years hath not owned as a Part 
of her Saving, Faith ? 

This is ſo like adding to the.Book of God, preaching 
another Goſpel, and teaching tor Dottrines the Com- 
mandments of Men ; that we think our ſelves much 
fafer within the ancient Boundaries, and look upon 
it as a very dangerous Attempt, to make new Creeds 
and impoſe them upon Mens Conſciences, eſpecially 
when thoſe Additions are not only beyond what 1s 
written, but alſo of another Nature, and even con- 
trary. The Chriſtian Creed is tor Life Everlatting, 


the Roman for the Roman Greatneſs; the Chriſtian | 
expreſleth our Obligations to God, and our depen- | 
dance upon hm, the Roman is a Profelſion of Sub- | 
jection to Rowe ; the Chrittian engageth Men to ſerve 


God only, the Roman to worſhip Creatures allo ; 
ne HS the 
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the Chriſtian makes our Blefled Redeemer to be our 
only Mediator, the Roman joyns to him the Bleſſed 
Saints and the Bleſſed Virgin. There are ſo many 
things in all Appearance very irreconctleable betwixt 
thele two confellions of Faith, that the Roman can- 
not be ſafe ; and that we may conclude without Un- 
charitableneſs, that they ot that Perſuaſion that ſhall 
attain to Heaven, ſhall not come thither by the Heip 
of the Roman Doctrines, but by diſcharging thei 
Baptiſmal Engagements which are the ſame with 
ours, and by protefimng the Ancient common Creed 
of all Chriſtians. 

The Points of their own Creed are fo far from con- 
ducing to Mens Salvation, that they rather will prove 
great Hindrances to it. They engage Men in a Wor- 
ſhip very unlike to what we read in the Apoſtolical 
Writings, or the antient Fathers. Betxdes the un- 
known Tongue, and the maim'd Communion, there 
is 10 much of it that is meerly humane and ceremont- 
ous, 1o much of itthat relates to the Souls in Purgato- 
ry or the Saints mm Heaven, that we wiſh it may meet 
with Pardon, but cannot think it ſhould find Ac- 
ceptance. There are ſo many ſtrange Exorcilms and 
Conlecrations 1n their Rituals and Pontitical, that 
after having read the Bible, a Man can never think 
theirs to be that Worſhip in Spiritand in Truch, which 
the Goſpel appoints. We dare notofter to Alnughty 
God what is fo hike to be Injurious to hum, and to 
unlike his own Inttitutions; and have much greater 
Aſſirance to haveour Sacrifice of Prayers and Praiſes 
accepted, when according to Divme Appointment 
we offer it to God, inthe Name of his bleſſed Son. 

The ſame holds alſo for vertuous living and Im- 
rrovement in Goocdneis, that their new Doctrines 

are 
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are rather Obſtacles to, than Helps rowards it. The 
great dependance upon 40y:e and the Papal Power, 
hath made many of that Communion very ill Sub- 
jects, and many more very cruel and uncharitable to 
all other Chriſtians. The making a whole State of 
Sin, although known and perſiſted in, yet to be a 
Stateof Pardon and Safery, conſiſtent with the Love 
of God ; the buying and Imputation of other Mens 
Merits and good Works; the ealy Purchaſe of many 


Indulgences, the cuſtomary and trequent Abſolutiong iſ ; 


tor mortal Sins ; the Patronage of the greateſt Saints 
to the greateſt Sinners, when they are their particu- 
lar Yotaries : Such prevailing Opmions as theſe abate 
much of the Necetlity of a ſerious and ſpeedy Re- 
pentance and earneſt Furfuitsatter Sanctihcation, ang 
too much gratify the Corruptionsot Men that are de- 
firous to enjoy their Lutts, and not loſe the Hopes of 
Heaven. So 1t Mixture of falſe and uncertain Pro- 
poſitions with their Faith ; it a Worſhip very cor- 
rupt, and very ſuperſtitious; and it Doctrines apt to 
betray Men to a careleſs and vicious Life : 1t theſe 
can endanger humane Souls, we cannot think them 
ſafe in the Church of Rome. So far as they differ 
from us, in their Additions to the Prinutive Faith y 
ſo far they are in danger. We pronounce. no Sen- 
tence, and we pray Divine Mercy to pardon them 
that err in the Simplicity of their Heart : But their 
Errors and ſuitable Practices may be the Rum of ma- 
ny, and our Charity can ſavenone. Blefſed be God, 
we are fater, and have many Advantages for Com- 
tort and for Holineſs, of which they are deſtitute. 
Men of a tumorous and a tender Conſcience a- 
moneſt them, can never have a comfortable Know- 
ledge and Aſſurance of their having contelt all thei 
L Morta 
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Mortal Sins, or all thoſe Circumſtances that alter the 
kind : Nor of the Intention of the Prieſt, which 
is neceſſary to make eftectual his Abfolutions; 
nox of the Validity of any Sacerdotal Miniftrations 
and Conſecrations , all which depend upon ſecret 
Intentions or Irregularities , which may be incurr'd 
many ways, and may proceed fo far as to be irreme- 
diable ; of theſe which according to their Principles, 
ſo much concerns their Happineſs, a thoughtful Man 

4 (I fay) can never be ſo ſure as to make him rejoyce 
in Hope, and have a ſolid Peace. And what a fad 
Proſpect is it to them that think the Sufferings of 
this preſent Life ſo very grievous, that atter all their 
Pains and Charges to gain Pardons and Indulgences, 

gd Prayers for their Souls, they can have no Afſu- 
rance without a Miracle, but that they ſhall lie hun- 
dred of Years in ſcorching Flames, paying the Score 
of thoſe temporal Puniſhments which were due to 
their Sins. 

Befides the Uncomfortableneis of theſe Roman 
Tenents, they want in that Communion the Bene- 
ft of thoſe Divine Inſtructions which were written 
for our Learning ; That we through Comfort of the 

* Scriptures might have Hope. Thatholy Word of God 
which giveth Light and Underitanding to the Sim- 
ple, and isable tomake us wiſe unto Salvation, and 
to fave our Souls, if we believe the Bleſſed Author 

Ss of it: That Word in the Church of Rowe 1s kept 
trom the People, leſt it ſhould make the Ways of 
God plain betore their Faces, and ſhew them what 
a mighty Change in the Chriſtian Religion hath been 
made amongſt them. And that keeps the Vulgar in 
4 State of Darkneſs and Timorous Superſtition, -and 
deprives 
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deprives then-of thoſe Spiritual Joys and Improve- 
ments, which Divine Revelation would aftord. 

It any Book in the World can be truly pleaſant 
and comfortable, 'it is the Holy Bible ; wherein we 
{ee the infinite Wiſklom and Power and Providence 
of God, in the Creation and Government of the 
World, and particularly in his Care for - them that 


love and ferve him ; The facred Hiſtory 1s 1o full of 


Comfort in all Changes of Humane. L1fe ; the Inh- 
nite Goodneſs and other Pertections of God are fo 
Cearly revealed in it, that by reading thereof, an at- 
tentive Chriſtian m all his Aﬀictons 1s inſpir d with 
wiſe and good Thoughts, and Courage, and Firm- 
neſs of Mind, and a joytul dependance upon God. 
Then the Mercies and Myſteries of our Redemption, 
the Lite and Death of our Blefled Saviour, the Ex- 
cetlency of hs Precepts, - and of the Sermons and 
Writings of his Apoſtles, and the mhnite Graciout- 
neſs of his Promiſes : 'Theic are fo raviſhing and 
{o wondertul, ſo apt to |fupport our Spirits, and to 
pounth our Hopes, to give a good Man a fore-Taſtec 
of the Joys of Heaven, and to bring us to the Like- 
ne{6and theSenie of God's Love, that nothing can give 
equal Comforts to Chriſtians, or any ways ſupply 
the Want of theſe, it: would be the greatett Won- 
der why any Church that believes the Old and New 
Teſtament to be the Book of God, ſhould forbid the 
reading of it : but that the contrariety betwixt their 
Traditions and thoſe Divine Writings 1s very appa- 
rent to. them that can conſult and compare both. 
That, or nothing, muſt excute their Uncharitableneſs 
m taking the Divine Oracles from them, for whoſe 
Conlolation and Gyidance they were appointed. 


Again, 
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Again, they want the Comfort and Inſtruction of 
God's publick Worſhip. Vhat Scriptures are read in 
the publick Aflembites of the Roman Communion, 
are in the Latin Tongue, by which the Lnderitan- 
ding of the People is rendred unfruittul. What 
Prayers and Supplications are put up to God, are in 
the ſame Language ; they know ' not what 1s faid, 
and therefore cannot aſſent with ther Hearts, nor 
excite ſuch devout Aftections mm their Souls as would 
recommend their common Requeſts to the Throne 
of Grace. Neither are the Cetebrations of the Di- 
vine Goodneſs underſtood, they praiſe not God with 
joytul Lips: and that pious Entercourſe they ſhould 
hav: with him, in paying their Homage, and pre- 
{enting ther Thanks and Petitions to his Divine Ma- 
jetty, being thus interrupted by their not underſtan- 
ding what 1s faid, they are deprived of one of the 
principal Means of Editication. "Tis ſtrange it ſhould 
ever enter into the Hearts of Men, to offer to God 
for a reaſonable Service, Words of which they know 
not the Signification. And it renders inettectual thote 
Acts of Religion which ſhould moſt aftect and better 
the Hearts of Chriftian Worſhippers, and raiſe up” 
their Thoughts and their Aﬀections to Heaven. 

From hence it 1s, that we have more knowledg, of 
God, and more Underttanding of the Chriftian Re- 
Igzon. They amongtt us that really beheve Chni- 
{tanity, and would make ijure of the Happinets 1t 
otters, by ſearching and meditating of the Holy 
Scriptures, and by joyning with the publick Wo:- 
ſhip ; whultt they atrend and ' underſtand what the 
Church faith to Gotl, and what he faith to us, are 
much improved in thoſe great Principles of Relt- 
£10N 


46 The Proteſtant Religion 
gion which they learn'd in their Catechiſm, and are 
made to grow 1n Grace, and in the knowledg of 
the Lord. They have in theſe two, what perpetu- 
ally mtorms their Judgment, and excites their Will 
to cleave to God and Goodneſs; and after their 
beft Endeavours to rely upon thoſe infinite Merctes 
of God m Chriſt our Redeemer, on which the 
greateſt of Roman Champions confeſled that 1t is 
moſt ſafe to repoſe our whole Truſt and Confidence. 

Anſwerable to thoſe, are the publick Exhortations 
of our Church, by the Mouth of her Miniſters, and 
the Books of Religious Inſtruction wherewith ſhe 
entertains her Children. Their Time and Zeal and 
Attention are not taken up in Sprinklings, Kiflings 
of Reliques, going in Pilgrimage, viſiting of Shrines, 
paying devout Veneration to Saints and Images, and 
reciting Beads and Roſaries, and the Offices of St. 
Bridget, or the ike. Neither theſe things, nor any 
of this Nature, which can neither inſtruct nor reform 
the World, nor give Comfort to Chriſtian Souls, are 
recommended ro our People : They are clearly 
taught wherein true Religion and ſubſtantial Good- 
neſs contift, and exhorted to lay on them the great 
Streſs of their Hopes and of their Endeavours, and 
devoutly tomake uſe of thoſe means of Grace which 
are of Divine Appointment, and thereby to eſtabliſk 
their Hearts in the Love of God, and a chearful de- 
pendence upon the infinite Merits and Mercies of our 
clear Saviour. 

Nothing of the whole Counſel of God is by our 
Church kept back from us, our Belief is unquettion- 
able, being truly Primitive and Univerſal ; our Wor- 
{hip of God 1s according to his Will, and art 2 

eſle 
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bleſſed Nature ; and our Rule of Lite and Conver- 
fation comprehends all Duties : To Fear God, and 
Honour the King, and Love one another, and con- 
tinue patient in well-doing. Ours 1s indeed a Do- 
Gtrine according ro Godlineſs, and of it, it may be 


teſtified in the Words of St. Peter, that :t z5 the true 


Grace of God, wherein we ſtand. 

If we are not wanting to our ſelves, we want no- 
thing that can either ſhew us the Way to Happi- 
nels, or hclp and forward us m1t; we ought to 
expreſs our Charity to them that err, and want ma- 
ny of thote Bleflings and Advantages which we have 
tor the obtaining eternal Salvation 3 we ſhould ear- 
neſtly pray for them, and what we can promote 
their Inſtruction, bur by no means tcar ther Threat- 
nings and Sentences of Damnation. 

He that in earneſt would go to Heaven, and pro- 
teflerh Chriſtianity, not to obrain Favour with Men, 
but to pleaſe God, and to fave Is 1mmortai Soul, can 
be no where ſafer than in our Church. Therein 
he profeſſeth that Faith which all Chriftian Com- 
mumons hold to be truly Divine, and therein he 
may make his Calling and Election ſure, it he will 
but practiſe anſwerably to his Belief, add ro his Faith 
Verrue, and not be untruitful in the knowledg ot 
our Lord Jeſus Chriitt. The more he underſtands 
his Religion, the more he will love it, and be con- 
vinc'd that he is 1n the Right : and the more care- 
tully he lives according to his Profetiion, with a 
Conſcience void of Ottence towards God and rowards 
Men, the more affurance will he have that he ſhall 


be Happy. ay 


the Sureſe Way to Heaven. a7. " 
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48- The Proteſtant Religion, &Cc. 
- All other Grounds of Hope behides Truth and 
Righteouſneſs will prove vain. But he that ſtands 
upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, 

. Feſus Chriſt hymſelf being the chief Corner Stone : 

He that ſtudies and minds his Duty, and earneſtly 
begs for the Divine Affiſtance that he may live to 
God, and remain faithful unro Death : he ſhall re- 
ceive the Crown of Life, though tome preſumptu- 
ous Men dare condemn him to Death. 

Whatever Confidence or high Pretences ſome may 
have, whatever Ways and Devices they invent for 
ro gain Heaven : Chriſt xs the Way, the Truth and 
the Life; no Man cometh unto the Father, but by 
him ; there is no other Name under Heaven given 
mnto Men, whereby they can be ſaved, but only the 
Name of our Lord Feſms Chriſt ; He that calleth and 
believeth on him ſhall not be contounded. Here let 
us fix, and not regard what Men ſay, nor whiat 
they can do : But look unto Jeſus the Author and 
Firuſher of our. Faith, firmly relying on his Al- 
mighty Goodneſs, who rs able ro ſave them to the ut- 
termoſt that come to God by him, being cver living to 
make Interceſſion for them. 
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DISCOURSE 


Againſt - 


Tranſubſtantiation. 
. Oncerning the Sacrament of the 


 Lord's-Swpper, one of the two 

great poſitive Inftitutions of 

the Chriſtian Religion,thereare 
two main points of difference between 
us and the Church of Rome, one a- 
bout theDo&rine of Tranſubſtantiation ; 
in which they think, but are not certain, 
that they have the Scripture and the 
Words of our Saviour on their Side : 
The other, about the Adminiſtration of 
this Sacrament to the People in both 
binds; in which we are ſure that we 
have the S$criptzre and our Savionr's 
Inſtitution on our Side ; and that ſo 
plainly, that our Adverſaries themſelves 


| do not deny 1t. 


Of the Firlt of theſe I ſhall now 
Treat, and endeavour to ſhew againlt 


the Charch of Rome, that in this Sacra- 
A 2 ment 
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went, there is no ſubſtantial Change 
made of the Elements of Bread- and 
Wine, into the natural Body and Blood 
of Criſt ; that Body which was Born 
of the Virgin Mary, and Suffered up- 
on the Croſs; for to they Explain that 
hard Word Tranſubſtantiation. 

Before I Engage in this Argument, [ 
cannot butobſerve whatanunreaſonable 
Task weare put upon, by the bold Con- 
tidence of our Adverſaries, to Diſpute 
a Matter of Senſe ; which is one of 
thoſe things about which Ariſtotle hath 
long fince pronounced, there ought to 
be no Diſpute. 

Itmight well ſeemſtrange,if any man 
ſhouid Write a Book, to prove that 
an Egg is not and Elephant, and that a 
ALuſquet Bullet is not a Pike : It is eve- 
ry whit as hard a Cale, to be put to 
maintain by a long Diſcourſe, that 
what we ſeeand handle, and taſte tobe 
Bread is Bread, and not the Body of 4 
Alan; and what we ſee and taſte to be 
Fe 1s Wne, andnot Blood: and it this 
Evidence may not pats for ſufficient, 
without any turther Proof, I do not 
{ee, why any Man that hath Confidence 
cnough to do ſo, may not deny any 


thing to be what all the World ſees it | 


is; or athrm any thing to be what all 


the World ſces 1t is not, and this with- ' 
Out |} 
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6gainſi Tranſubſtantiaticn. 


out all poſſibility of being farther Con- 
futed ; So that the buſineſs of 77an- 


ſubſtantiation, is not a Contioverly of 


Scriptureagainlt Scripture, or of Reaſon 
againſt Reaſon, bur of down right /n- 
paudence, againit the plain meaning of 
Scrivtzre, and all the Senſe and Rea- 
fon of Mankind. 

It is a molt Self-evident falſhood ; 
and there isno Doctrine or Propoſition 
in the World that isof it ſelf moreevi- 
dently ire, than Tranſubſtantiation is 
evidently falſe: and yet it it were poſ- 
ſible to be true, it would be the moſt 
Ill-natured and Perniciousrr7ath in the 
World, becauſe it would ſuffer nothing 
elſe to be trxe; it is like the Roman Ca- 
tholick Charch, which will needs be the 
whole Chriſtian Church, and will al- 
low no other Society of Chriſtians to be 
any part of it: ſo Tranſubtantiation, if 
it be true at all, it is all zzath; tor it 
cannot betrueunleſs our Senſes and the 
Senſes of all Mankind be deceived a- 
bout their proper Objefs ; and if this 
be 77#e and certain, thennothing elſe 
can be /o, for if we benot certain of what 
we ſee, we can becertain of zothing. 

And yet notwithſtanding all this, 
thereis a Company of Menin the World 


1 ſoabandon'd,and given up byGod tothe 
| Efficacy of Delx/ion, as in good earneſt, 
{| to believe this Groſs and Palpable Er- 
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ror, andto Impoſe the Belief of it upon 
the Chriſtian World, under no leſs pe- 
nalties than of Temporal Deathand Eter- 
nal Damnation : And therefore to unde- 
ceive, if poſſible, thoſe deluded Soxls, 
it will beneceſlary to examine the pre- 
tended Grounds of fo falſe a Dottrine, 
and to lay open the Monſtrous Ab/ur- 
dity of it. 

And in the handling of this Argu- 
ment, I ſhall procecd in thisplain Me- 
tHod. 

1. IT ſhall confider the pretended 
Grounds and Reaſons of the Church of 
Rome for this DoCtrine. 

2, I ſhall produce our Objections a- 
gainſt it, and if I can ſhew that there is 
no tolerableGrox:d for it,and that there 
are invincible Objeftions againſt it ; 
then every Man is not only in Reaſon 
Excuſed from believing this Doftrine, 
but hath great Cax/e ro believe the 
contrary. 

Firſt, 1 will Confider the pretended 
Grounds and Reaſons of the Church of 
Rome torthis Do&rine, which mult be 
one or more of theſe Five. Either Firſt, 
the Authority of $criptzre. Or Secondly, 
the perpetual Belief of this Dofrixein 


the Chriſtian Charch, as an evidence, | 
that they always underſtood, and In- | 
terpreted our Saviour's Words, this is | 


my 


Ie wo wet Ts 


againſt Tranſubſtantiation. 
my Body, in this Senſe. Or 7h:rdh, the 
Authority of the preſent Church, to 
make and declarenew A-ticles of Faith, 
Or Foxrthly, the abſolute neceſſity of 
ſuch a change as this, in the Sacrament, 
to the Comfort and Benefit of thoſe 
whoReceive this Sacrament. Or Fifth- 
ly, to magnihe the Power of the Prie/t, 
n being able to work fo great a 1Lra- 
cle. 

1. They pretend for this Dorie, 
the Authority of Scripture in theſe 
Words of our Saviour, this is my Body; 
now to ſhew the Inſufficiency of this 
Pretence ; I ſhall endeavour to make 
good theſe two things. 

1. That there isnoneceſſity of un- 
derſtanding thoſe Words of our Saviour 
in the Senſe of 7T-anſabſtantiation. 

2. That there is a great deal of Rea- 
ſon tounderſtand them otherwile. 

Firſt, That there is no Necellity to 
underſtand thoſe Words of our Saviour 
in the Senſe of Tranſubſtantiation. It 
there be any, it muſt be from one of 
theſe two Reaſons, eirher becauſe there 
are no Figurative Exprefſions in S$cr:- 
pture, which I think no Man ever yet 
ſaid : Or elſe, becauſe a Sacrament ad- 
mits of no Figares; which would be 


very abſur'd for any man to ſay, fince * 


it isof the very Nature of a Sacrament, 
A 4 Ke) 
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to Repreſent and Exhibit ſome inviſi- 
ble Grace and Benefit by an Qutward 
Sign and Figure : and eſpecially,fince it 
cannot be denied, but that in the In- 
ſtitution of this very Sacramert,our S4- 
viour uſeth Figurative Expreſſions, and 
ſeveral Words which cannot be taken 
Strictly and Literally : When he gave 
the Czp,heſaid, this Cup 1s the New Te- 
Fament in my Blood, which is ſhed for 
90s aud for many, for the remiſſion of 
ſis.. Where Firſt, the Cup is put for 
Fine contained in the Cyp ; or elſe, if 
the Words be Litterally taken, ſo asto 
Hgnihe a ſubſtantial Change, itisnotof 


the/ine,but of the Cp, and that, not | 


into the Blood of Chriſt, but into the 
New Teſtament, or New Covenant in his 
Blood; befides, that his Blood is faid, 


zhen to be ſhed, and his Body to be bro- | 


ken, which was not till his Paſſion 


which followed the Inſtitution and firlk 


Celebration of this Sacrament. 

ne? = there is no EP = 

underſtand our Saviour's words in the 

(a) m—_ ſenſe of Tranſubſtantiation, Iwilltake 
(b)inz diſ.a9 the plain conceſſion of a great number 
O75. Setf. of the moſt Jearned Writers of the 
2.(c);n3.part Church of Rome in this Con- 
diſp. 180. troverſe. (a) Bellarmine, (b) Suarez, 
©1.75.art2. and (c) Vaſquez do acknowledge Sco- 
ce 15, tus the great Schoolman to have Gd, 
tnat 
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againſt Tranſubſtantiation. 


that this DoCtrine cannot be evident- 
ly proved irom Scripture : and Bellay- 
mine grants this not to be umpro- 
bable ; and Svarez and Vaſquez 


AC- 
knowledge (d) Dxrandas to have ſaid (d) tn Sent, 


as much. (e) Ocham, another famous of - j | = ' 


Schoolman, ſays expreſly, that the 


Doftrine which holds the Subſtance 0 (ein 4. 
the Bread and Wine to —_— 7 © 7 oo 
Conſecration, is neither repugnant to L c 1.4.2. 
Reaſon nor to Scripture. (t) Petrus 3-( Jing. 
ab Alliaco Cardinal of Combray fays © A 
plainly, that the Dofrine of the Sub- ne 
france of Bread and Wine rematmmmye af- 


ter Conſecration, is more caſie and free 


Wfrom. abſurdity, more rational, and no 


ways repugnant to the Authority of 
Scripture; nay, more, that for the 


gother Doctrine, viz. of Tranſubtan- 
: (Wrcation, there is no evidence in Scrip- 
Faure. (8g) Gabriel Biel, another great 


(g)in canon. 


Schoolman and Divineot their Church, NL j[alect.qo. 


freely declares, that as ro any thing 
expreſs'd in the Canon of the Scrip- 
tures, 4 man may believe that the 
nbſtance of Bread and Wine doth re- 
ain after Conſecration : and therefore 
he reſolves the beliet of Tranſubtantia- 
tion into ſome other Revelation, be- 


Ifides Scripture, which he ſuppoſeth 
Jthe Church had about it. Cardinal 


(h) 


Sent. 


8 
(h)in aquin. 
hp enter 


75. Art. 1, 


(1)/-AEgid.Co, 
rink. de Sa- 
cram. ©.75. 
art. 1.7.13, 
(k) de Sa- 
cram.l.2.C.3. 
(1) Loc.Theo- 
log. 1.3.C.3. 

(m) contra- 
F£aptiv. Baby. 
lonC.10.n.2. 


A DISCOURSE 
(h) Cajetan confeſſeth, that the Goſpel 
doth no where expreſs that the Bread 
is changed into the Body of Chriſt ; 
that we have this from the Authority 
of the Church : nay, he goes farther, 
that there is nothing in the Goſpel which 
enforceth any man to underſtand theſe 
words of Chriſt, this is my Body, #n 
a proper and not a metaphorical ſenſe, 
but the Church having underſtood them 
in a proper ſenſe they are to be ſoex- 
plained ; Which words in the Romay 
Edition of Cajetan are expunged by 
order of Pope (1) Pins V. Cardinal 
(k) Conlarenus, and (1) Melchior Ca- 
175 one of the beſt and moſt judicious ) 
Writers that Church ever had, reckon 
this Doctrine among thoſe which 
are not ſo expreſly found in Scripture. | 
I will add but one more, of great| 
authority in the Church» and a re- 
puted Martyr, (m) Fiſher Biſhop of 
Rocheſter, who ingenuoully conteſleth, 
that in the words of the Inſtitution, 
there is mot one word from whence the 
true preſence of the fleſh and blood of 
Chriſt in cur Maſs can be proved : 
So that we need not much contend 
that this DoCtrine hathno certain foun- 
dation in Scripture, whenthis is ſo ful- 
ly and frankly acknowledged by our 
Advcriarics themiclves. 

Secondly, 


againſt ,Tranſubſtantiation. 


Secondly, If there be no neceſlity 

of un1eritanding our Saviour's words 
in the ſenſe of 77an/ubſtantiation, 1 
am ſure, there is a great deal of rea- 

ſon to underſtand them otherwiſe. 
Whether we confider the like expref{t- 
ons 1n Scripture; as where our Savi- 
ours ſays, he is the door, and the true 
Vine, (Which the Church of Rome 
would mightily have triumph'd in, 
had it been ſaid, this is mytrue body.) 
And 1o likewiſe where the Chuch is 
ſaid to be Chri/t”s body; and the Rock 
which followed the 1ſrae/ites to be 
Chriſt, 1 Cor. 10. 4. They drank of 
that Rock which followed them, and that 
Rock was Chriſt : All which, and 
innumerable more like expreſſions in 
Scripture, every man underſtands mn a 
hgurative, and notin a {trictly literal 
and abſurd ſenſe. And it is very well 
known, that in the Hebrew Language, 
things are commonly 1aid to be that 
which they do fignify andreprelent; 
and there is not in that Language a 
more proper and uſual way of exprel- 
fing a thing to ſignihe ſo and fo, than 
to lay that it is ſo and ſo. Thus Joſeph 
expounding Pharaoh's dream to him, 
Gen. 41. 26. Says, the ſeven good kine 
are ſeven years, and the ſeven good years 
of corn are ſeven years,that is,theyl1gni- 
hed orrepreſented ſeven years of plenty; 
an 


(n) Dialeg. 

cm. Tryph. 
p. 297. Edt, 
Parif. 1639, 


<Kwa3aS 3 _ 
FORD: OWE 5 
Pi =} 4. 
& vv bw 


A DISCOURSE 
and ſo Pharach underſtood him, and 
ſo wouid any man of ſenſe under- 
ſtand the like expreſſions; nor do I 
believe that any ſenſible man, who 
had never heard of Tranſubſtantiati- 
0x, being grounded upon theſe words 
of our Saviour, this is my body, would 
upon reading the Inttirution of the 
Sacrament in the Goſpel, ever have 
imagin'd any ſuch thing to be meant 
by our Saviour in thoſe words; but 
would have underſtood his meaning 
to have been, this Bread ſignifies my 
Body, this C::p thgnifies my Blood ; and 
this which you ſee me now do, do 
ye hereatter for a /demorial of me: 
But ſurely:it would never haveenter'd 
into any man's mind,to havethought 
that our Saviour did literally hold 
himſelt in his hand, and give away 
himſelf from himſelf with his own 
hanc's, 

Or whether we compare theſe words 
of our Saviour with the ancient Form of 
the paſſove. uſed by theZewsfromEz7a's 
time, as (x) Tuſitn Martyr tells us, 
Tg&T0 Td T«9/4 0 cuT;p YKeav Kgil y ngrrevyn 
1u®, this paſſover is our Saviour and 
OY refuge : not that they believed 
the Patchal Lamb to be ſubſtantially 
changed, either into God their Saviour 
who delivered them out ofthe —_— 
0 
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againſt Tranſubſtantiation. 


of Egypt, or into the Meſſias the 
Saviour whom they expected, and 
who was fignified by it : Bur this 
Lamb which they did eatdid repreſent 
to them and put them in mind of 
that Salvation which God wrought for 
their Fathers in Eeyp!, when by the 
ſlaying of a Lamb and fprinkling the 
bloud of it upon their doors, their 
hrit-born were paſſed over and ſpared; 
and did likewiſe foreſhew the Salva- 
tion of the /Adefſtas, the Lamb of God 
that was to take away the Sins of the 
world. 

And nothing is more common 1n 
all Languages, than to give the name 
of the thing fignitied to the Sign. 
As the delivery of a Deed or Writing, 
under hand and Seal is cali'd a con- 
veyance or making over of fuch an 
Eiſtate, and it is really fo ; not the 
delivery of mere wax and parchment, 
but the conveyance of a real Eitate; 
as truly and really to ail eftects and 
purpoſesof Law, as if the very ma- 
terial Houſes and Lands themiclves 


{ could be and were actually deliver- 


ed into my hands : In like manner, 


| the names of the things themſelves 
| made over to us in the new Co vc- 


nant of the Goſpel between God and 
man, are given to the Signs or Seals 
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of that Covenant. By oo Chri- 
ſtians are ſaid to be made partakers 
of the Holy Ghoſt. Heb. 6. 4. And 
by the Sacramentof theLord's Supper, 
we are ſaid to communicate, or to be 
made partakers of the Body of Chriſt 
which was broken, and af his Blood 
which was ſhed for us, thatis, of the 
real Benefits of his death and paſſ- 
on. And thus St. Pazxl ſpeaks of this 
Sacrament, 1. Cor. 10. 16, The Cup 
of bleſſing which we bleſs, is it not the 
Communion of the blood of Chriſt ? the 
bread which we break, is it not the 
Communion of the body of Chriſt 2 But 
{till it is Bread, and he till calls it 
ſo, v. 17. For we being many are 
one bread and one body; for we are 
partakhers of that one bread. The 
Church ot Rome, might, if they Nc 
pleaſed, as well argue from hence, |} j 
that all Chriſtians are ſubſtantially I t; 
changed firit into Bread, and then I d 
into the natural Body of Chriſt by their Þ \ 
participation of the Sacrament, be- I t 

I 

t 


cauſe they are ſaid thereby to be 
one breadand one body. And thefame 
Apoſtle in the next Chapter, after }| © 
he had ſpoken of the Conſecration of Þ c 
the Elements, till calls them the || n 
bread and the Cup, wn three verſes to- 
gether, As often as Je eat this ey | 
Ap 
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and drink this Cup, v. 26. Whoſoever 
all eat this bread and tink this 
wp of the Lord unworthily, v. 27. But 
t aman examine himſelf, and [o let 
im eat of this bread and drink of 
hat cup, V. 28. And our Saviour him- 
ſelf, when he had ſaid, this is my 
ood of the new Teſtament,immediately 
adds, * but I ſay unto you, I will not « 
henceforth drink_ of this fruit oftheVine, , 
until I drink it new with you 1n my 
Father's Kingdom, that is, not till 
after his reſurre&tion, which was the 
firſt ſtep of his exaltation into the 
Kingdom given him by his Father, 
when the Scripture tells us he did 
eat and drink with his Ditciples. 
But that which I obſerve from our 
Saviour s Words is, that after the 
conſecration,of the Cp and the deliver- 
ing of it tohisDiſciples to drinkot it, he 
tells them that he would thenceforth 
drink no more of the fruit of the 
Vine, which he had now drank with 
them, till after his RſeurreCtion. 
From. whence 1t is plain, that it was 
the fruit of the Vine, real wine, which 
our Saviour drank of and communi- 
cated to his Diſciples in the Sacra- 
ment, 

Beſides, if we conſider that he ce- 
levrated this Sacrament . before his 
Paſſion, 


Matth. 26. 
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Paſſion, it is impoſſible theſe words 
ſhould beunderſtood literally of the 
natural body and blood ot Chriſt; 
becauſe it was his body broken and 
his blood ſhed which he gave to his 
Diiciples, which if we underſtand 


literally of his natural body broken 
and his bloud ſhed, then theſe words 


this is my Body which is broken, 


and this is my Blood which is ſhed, 
could not be true, becauſe his Body 
was then whole and unbroken, and 
his Bloud not then ſhed; nor could 
it be a propitiatory Sacrifice (as they 
afhrm this Sacrament to be) unlels 
they willfay that propitiation was made 
before Chriſt ſuffer'd : And it is 
likewiſe impoſſible that the Diſciples 
ſhould underitand theſe words literally, 
becauſe they not only plainly ſaw, 
that what he gave them was Pread 
and Wine, but they ſaw likewile as 
plainly that it was not his Body which 
was given, but his Body which gave 
that which was given ; not his Body 
brokenand his Blood /hed, becautethey 
ſaw him alive at that very time, and 
beheld his Body whole and unpierc'd; 
and therefore they could not under- 
ſand theſe words literally : It they did, 


can we imagine that the Diſciples, who 


uponallether occaſions were {o full of | 
queſtions | 
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queſtions and objections, ſhould make 
no difhculty of this matter 2 nor ſo 
much as ask our Saviour, how cantheſe 
things be 2? that. they ſhouid not tell 
him, we ſee this to be Bread and that 
to be Wine, and we ſee thy Body to 
be diſtinct from both; we ſee thy Bo- 
dy not broken, and thy Blood nor ſhed. 

From all whichit mult needs be very 
evident,toany manthat willimpartially 
confider things, how little reaſon there 
1s to underſtand thoſe words of our Sa- 
viour, this is my Body and this is my 
Blood, in the ſenſe of Tranſubſtantiat- 
0x ; nay, on the contrary, that there is 
very greatreaſon and an evident necet- 
fity to underſtand them otherwite. I 
proceed to ſhew. 

2/y. That this Doctrine isnot groun- 
ded upon the perpetual belief of the 
Chriſtian Church, which the Church of 
Rome vainly pretends as an evidence, 
thatthe Church did always underſtand 
and .interpret our Saviour's words in 
this ſenſe. 

To manifelt thegroundleſneſs of this 

retence,I ſhall, 1. Shew by plain Te- 
RR of the Fathers in leveral Ages, 
that this Doctrine was not the beltet of 
the ancient Chriſtian Church. 2 I ſhall 
ſhew the time and occation of its com- 
ing in, and by what degrees it grew 
B up 
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up and was eſtabliſh'd in the Roman 
Church. 3. I ſhall antwer their great 
pretended Demonttration, that this al- 
ways was and mult have bcen the con- 
{tant belief of the Chrilttian Church. 
1. I ſhall ſhew by plain Teſtimonies 
of the Fathers in ſeveral Ages, for a- 
bove hve hundred years after Chritt, 
that this Doctrine was not the beef of 
the ancient Chriſt:aa Church. Ideny not 
but that the Fathers do, and that with 
great realon, very much magnity the 
wondertul myſtery and cflicacy of this 
Sacrament, and frequently ſpeak of a 
great S1Upernatural change madeby the 
drvine benediction ; which we alforea- 
dily acknowledge. They ſay indeed, 
that the Elements of Bread and Wine 
do by the divine blefliing become to 
us the Body and Blood ot Chrilt : Buc 
they likewite {iy,that the names of the 
things fiznihed are given tothe Signs ; 
that the Bread and Wine do ſtill 1e- 
main in their proper nature and ſub- 
jtance, and thar they are turn'd into 
the ſub{tance of our Bodies ; that te 
Body of Chriit in the Sacrament 1s 
not his natural Body, butthe f1gn and 
heure of it; not that Body which was 
Crucified, nor that Blood which was 
ſhed upon the Croſs; and that it 1$1m- 
pious to underſtand the eating of the 
fleſh of the Sor of man, and drink! 's _ 
0 
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blood itterally : all which are directly 
oppolit to the Doctrine of 7ran/ubſ/tan- 
tiation and utcerly inconiiltenc with 18. 
I will elect bur tome tew [ettimomes 
of many which I might bring ro this 
purpole. 

I begin with 7#ſti» fart, who ſays 
exprelly, thar, * exr Blood and Fleſh are 
noariſhed by the Convertion of that food 
which we receive in the Exchar;/t: But 
that cannot be the natural Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, for no man will lay, 
that that 15 converted into the nourth- 
ment of our Bodics. 

The Second 1s © Irenens, who ſpeaking 
of this Sacrament, fays, that the bread 
which is from the earth receiving the di- 
UINe Invocation 1s now 30 loneer com- 
mon Bread, but the Euchariſt ( or Sacra- 
ment) conſtizg of two things, the one 
earthly, the other heavenly. He lays,it 
is no longer common bread, but atcer 
invocation or conſecration 1t becomes 
the Sacrament, that is, Brcad 1tanctin- 
ed, conlitting of two things, an earthly 
and a heavenly ; the carthly thinz 1s 
Bread, and the heavenly is the D.vine 
Bleffing, which by the invocation or 
conſecration is added to it. And * clte- 
where he hath this paſſage, whez there- 
fore the Cup that is mix'd (that is, of 
Wane and Water) and the Broad that ts 
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broken receives the word of God, it be- 
comes the Euchariſt of the Blood and Bo- 
dy of Chriſt, of which the ſubſtance of our 
Aeſhis increaſed and conſiſts : but it that 
which we receive in the Sacrament do 
nouriſh our Bodics, it mult be Bread 
and wine, and not the natural Body 
and Biood of Chrift. There isanorher 
remarkableTeſ{timony of Irenexs, which 
though it be not now extant i thoſe 
works of his which remain, yet hath 
been preſerv'd by * Oecamenires, and it 
is this; when (lays he) the Greeks had 
tahen ſome Servants of the ChriStian 
Cuatechumeni (that 1s, fuch as had not 
been admitted to the Sacrament) and 
afterwards urged them by violence to tell 
them ſome of the ſecrets of the ChriSt- 
uns, theſe Servants having nothing to 
fory that might gratify thoſe who offered 
violence to them, except only that they 
had heard from their Maſters, that the 
divine Comn.union was the Blood and 
Bedy of Chrift, they thinking that it was 
reallyBlood azid Flejh,declar'd as muchto 
theſe that queſtioned them.TheGreekstak- 
ing this as if it werereally done by theChrs 
ſtians,diſcoveredit to others of the Greeks; 
who herenpon pat Sanctus andBlandina to 
the torture 10 make them confeſs it. To 
whom Blandina boldly anſwered, How 


world they endure to do this, who by way 
0 
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of exerciſe (or abſtinence) do not eat 
that fleſh which may lawfully be eaten ? 
By which it appears thac cis which 
they would have charg'd upon Christi- 
ans, as it they had literaily eaten the 
Fleſh and Blood ot Chritt in the Sacra- 
ment, was a falte accuſation which 
theſe Martyrs denied, ſaying, they were 
{oftar from that, thatthey tor their part 
did noteatany Fleſh at all. 

The nextis Terxtwll/an, who proves a- 
gainſt M:rcion the Heretick, that the 
Body of our Saviour was not a mere 
phantaſm and appearance, but a real 
Body, becauſethe Sacrament is a hgure 
and image of his Body; and if there be 
an image of his Body, he mutt have a 
real Body, otherwiſe the Sacrament 
would be an image of an image. His 
wordsare theſe, * the Bread which our 
Saviour took and diſtributed to his Diſ- 
ciples, he made his own Body, ſ.ayingthrs 
z my Body, thatzs, the ime or figure 
of my Body. But it conld it have been 
the figure of hisBody,if there had notbeen 
a true and real Body. And arguing a- 
gainit the Scepticks who denied rhe 
certainty of fence he uſeth this Argu- 
ment: Thatit we queſtion our fſentes, 
we may doubt whetherour Bleflſed Savi- 
our were not deceivedin what heheard, 
and faw, and touched, * He might 
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(lays he) be deceived in the voice from 
heaven, inthe ſmell of the ointment with 
which he was anointed again$t his burial, 
andinthe tate of the Wine which he con- 
ſecrated in remembrance of his Blood. 
So thatit ſeems weare totruſt our ſen- 
tes, even inthe matter of the Sacrament ; 
and 1f_that be true, the Doctrine of 

Tranſab5tantiations certainly talle. 
Origen mn his* Comment on A1atth, 
15, ſpeaking of the S1crament hath this 
paſſage, That food which is ſanftified by 
the word of God and prayer, as to that of 
it whichis material, goeth into the belly 
and is cat ont into the draught, which 
none ſurely will ſay of the Body of 
Chritt. And afcerwards, he adds, by 
way of Exylication, 2: zs ot the matter 
of the Bread, but thelVord which ts ſpoken 
over it , which profiteth him that worthily 
cateth the Lord;and this (he ſays) hehad 
ſpokenconcerning the Typical and Symbol:- 
cal body.So that the matter of Bread re- 
maineth in the Sacrament, and thi< Or;- 
wen callsthe Typical and SymbolicalBody 
of Chinit; and t1snotthe natural Body 
of Chritt which 1s there eaten, tor the 
tood caren in the Sacrament, asto that 
of 1t which 1s material, goeth into the 
Belly and is catt out mtothe draught. 
This teſtimony 1s fo very plain in the 
Caulc, that Sextus Semenlrs ſuſpects this 
place 
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place of Origen was depraved by the 
Herericks. Cardinal Perronis content- 
ed toallow ittobeOriven's, bur repcets 
his teſtimony, becauſe he was accuſed of 
Herelte by ſome of rhe Fathers, and 
ſays, he talks like a Heretick in this 
place. So that with much ado this 1 c- 
ttimony 15 yielded ro us. The ſame 
Father m his * Homiles upon Levit:- 
cus, fpeaks thus, Therers aiſo inthe New 
Teitament a letter which bills him, who 
doth not Spiritually nder£ land t/ oſe 
hinges which are ſaid; for if we tate ar- 
cordingtothe lettertbat wh: < 25 [11d, Fr .A- 
CEPT TE EAT AT! FLESH AND 
DRINK MT BLOOD, this Later bills 
AndthisalſoisakillingTeftimony, Genet 
to be anſwered bucin Cardinal Perre.;'s 
way, by ſaying, he talks like a Heritich. 
Sr, Cyprian hath a whole Epiitle * to 
Ceci/ius, againit thoſe wi o gave the 
Communion m Water on'y, withour 
Wine ming/ed with it ; a und 11'S Main 
Argumentagain{t them, S Cis, thartrhe 
Bleod of Chrift with which n T FF FC- 
deemed and quickaed cannct ſeem to be 
in the Cu —_— 1s 20 Wine ia the 
Shes tor ch the Blood of Chr iS is revre- 


ſented : and roam ards, he lays, that 
contrary to the Er: nzelical ar d Avoitc- 
lical Dott;ine, I. ter was in ſome places 
ofter'd (or given) ia the Lord's "Ps 
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which (lays he) alone cannot expreſs 
Cor repreſent) the Blood of Chriſt. And 
lattly, he tells us, thathy Pater, the 
people isunderſtood, by Winethe Blood 
of Chri#t is ſhewn (or repreſented) bat 
when in the Cup Water is mingled with 
Wine, the people ts united to Chriſt. $0 
that according to this Argument, Wine 
in the Sacramental Gyp is no otherwiſe 
chang'd into theBlocd of Christ than the 
Water mixed with it is changed into the 
people, which are faidtobeanited roChrijt. 
I omit many others, and pals to St. 
Azſtia in the foxrth Age after Chrilt. 
AndI the rather infiſt upon his Teſti- 
mony, becauſe of his eminent eſteem 
and authority in the Zatiz Church; 
and he alſo calls the Elements of the 
Sacrament, the figure andSign of Cri(t's 
body and blood. In his Book againit A4- 
d:imantus the Manichee we have this 
expreſſion, * Oxr Lord did not doubt to 
ſay, this is my Body, when he gave the 
Sign of his Body : And in his explica- 
tion of the third P/alm , ſpeaking of 
7z:das whom our Lord admitted to his 
laſt Supper, iz which (lays he) * he 
commended and delivered to his Diſc:- 
ples the fieure of his Body ; Language 


which would now be centur'd for He- 


refie in the Church of Rowe. Indeed, 
he was never accns dof Hereſie, as Car- 
dinal Perron lays Origen was, but he 
talks 
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talks as like oneas Origen himſelf. And 
in his Comment on the 98 Pſalm ſpeak- 
ing of the offence which the Diſciples 
took at that ſaying of our Saviour, ex- 
cept ye cat thefleſh of the Son of Man and 
drink_his blood, &c. he brings in our 
Saviour ſpeaking thus to them , * 5e 
muſt underſtand Spiritually what I have 
ſaid unto you ; ye are n0t to eat this Bo- 
dy which ye ſce, and todrink that Blood 
which ſhall be ſhed by thoſe that ſhall 
Crucify me. Thave commended a cer- 
tain Sacrament 10 you, which being Sp; - 
ritually underſtood will give you life. 
What more oppoſite to the Doctrine 
of Tranſabſtantiation, than that the 
Diſciples were not to eat that Body of 
Chritt which they faw, nor to drink 
that Blood which was ſhed upon the 
Croſs, but that all this was to be un- 
deritood ſpiritually and according to 
the nature of a Sacrament ? For that 
Bod), he tells us,is not here butin Hea- 
ven,in his Comment upon theſe words, 
we ye have not always. * He ſpeaks 
(lays he) of the preſence of his Body; ye 
hall have me according to my provi- 
dence,accordias to Majeſty and inviſible 
grace ; but according to the fleſh which 
he Word aſſumed, accordine to that 
which was bora of the Virgin Mary, ye 


on not have me ; therefore, becauſe he 
| | 
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conver ſed with his Diſciple fortydays, he 
1s alcended rh intoHeawen and is not here, 
In his 23d. Epiſtle; * if the Sacra- 
ments (lays he) had not ſome reſemblance 
&f theſe things whereof they are Sacra- 
ments, they would not be Sacrament, 
at all; but from this reſemblance, 
they take for the moſt part the names of 
the things which they repreſent. Therefore 
as the Sacrament of | Body of Chris 
1s in ſome manner or ſenſe Christ"s Bod), 
and the Sacrament of his Blood &s the 
Blood cf Corift ;, $o the Sacramen 
of faith (meaning Baptiſm) rs faith, 
Upen which words ot St. Ar5ti, there 
1s this remarkable G/c/s in their own 
Caxon Law ; * The HeavenlySacramez 
which truly repreſents the Fleſh of Chris 
is called the Body of ChriSt; but impro- 
perly : whence it zs ſaid, that after 4 
manner, but not according to the trut 
of the thing but the myſtery of the thing 
frenifyed ; So that the meaning 1s, it 1 
call:d the Body of Chris, that zs, it fig 
nifies the Body of Chrit: And it thisbe 
Sr. Au5tia 5 meaning, I am ſureno Pro 
teſtant can ſpeak more plainly againlt 
Trarſubſtantiation. And intheancient 
Caen of the Maſs, before it ws 
chang'd in complyance with this nev 
Doctrine, it is exprelly call'd a Sacra 
ment, a Sign, an Image, and a Figur 
of Cori5t's Body. To which I will - 
Ft; 
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againſt Tranſubſtantiation. 25 
that remarkable paſſge of St. Au5tin 


cited by * Gratian, that as we receive © De conſecrat, 
# Bthe imilitude of his death in Baptiſm, —4 ces Sect, 
"* B/o we may alſo receive the libeneſs of 115 OY 
[Fleſh and Bloed; that ſo neither may 
truth be wanting in the Sacrament, nor 
aganshave occaſion tomake 1511 dictlos 
or drinkinz theBlod of one thatwasſlain. 
I will mention but one Teltimony 
more of this Father, but fo clear a cone 
be itisimpolſible any manin h's wirs that 
'2'F had believed Tran/wbftantiation conld 


' Fl | | 
th have uttcr'd. It's in his Treatiſe * De * 7h. 3, Tom, 
oo Dofttrina Chriiti ana . where |1\ ing ;, þ. 53. 


down ſeveral Rules for the right un- 
deritand.ng of Scripture, he gives this 
bt for one. It (ſays he) rhe ſpeech be a 

precept forbidding ſceme heinous wiched- 
neſs or crime, or commanding us 10 do | 
gocd, it ts not figurative; but if it ſeems | 
" to command any heinous wickedneſs or 
"crime, orto forbid that which is prefita- 
& ble «nd beneficial toothers, it is fignra- | 
fol ve. For Example, Excevt ye eat the | 
| Fleſh of the Son of man and drink his | 
nf} Blood, ye have nolife 14 Jon: This ſcems | 
to command 4 heinous wickedneſs and 
crime, therefore it ts a fignre © com- 
on 22424ing 145 10 Communicate of the Paſ- 
- | fron of our Lord, and with delivht and 
br advantage to lay up in our memory that 
x his Fleſh was Craci Hed and Wenrded for 
4 #+ So that, according to St. — : | 
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beſt skill in interpreting Scripture, the 
literal eating of the Flethot Chrilt and 
drinking his. Blood would have 
been a great impiety; and therefore the 
Expretiion is to be underſtood figara- 
tively; not as Cardinal Perron would 
have it, only in oppoſition to theeat 
ing of his Fieſh and Blood, in the groſV1 
appearance of fleſhand Blood, butto the Pai 
real eating of his natural Body and þn: 
Blood, under any appearance whatloe- 
ver: For St. A5tin doth not ſay, this 
15 a Figurative Speech wherein we are 
commanded really to feed upon the na- 
tural Body and Blood of Chriſt, under 
the /pecies of Bread and Wine, as theCar-Þ 
d:nal would underſtand him; for then bc 
the ſpeech would be literal and not fi-||#/ 
gurative : But, he ſays, this is a figura- ſþal 
rive ſpeech, wherein we are command- I. 
ed Spiritually tofeed upon the remem- 
brance of his Paſſion. 
To theſe Iwill add butthrceor fourTeſti- 
monies more in the 7otollowingAges. |þ 
The fir{t ſhall be of Theodorer, who 
ſpeaking of that * Prophecy of Facob 
concerning our Saviour, he waſhed hi« 
Garments in Wine, andhis Clothes inthe | 
Blood of Grapes, hath theſe words * As F 
we call the myſtical fruit of the Vine(that |Þ 
is, the Wine in the Sacrament) after 
conſecration the Blood of the Lord, ſabe 


(viz, 
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vis. Jacob) calls the Blood of the true 
we fine (viz. of Chritt) the Blood of the 
the Grape: but the Blood of Chriſt is not 
ra-Bliterally and properly, but only Figura+- 
uldfrively the Blood of the Grape, in the 
ateame ſenſe as he 1s ſaid to be the true 
offVine ; and therefore the Wine in the 
the Pacrament after Conſecration 1sin like 
nd fmannernot Litterally and Properly, but 
ve- Figuratively the Blood of Chritt. And 
his ſhe explainsthis afterwards, ſiying, that 
are Þzr Saviour changed the names, andgave 
na-Fo his Body the name of the $)mbol or 
derÞ$gn,4nd to the S1m:bol or Sign the nameof 
ar: Body ; thus when he had call'd himclf 
en the Vine, he call'd the Symbol or Sign his 
fi-1B/cod; 1 that inthe ſamelenſe that he 
ra-|fall'd himfelt the Vine, he call d the 
1d- Wine, which isthe Symbol ot his Blood, 
m- Þis Blood : For, ſays he, he world have 

hoſe who partake of the divine myſteries, 
Ri- hor to atrend ro the nature of the things 
es. Phich are ſeen, but by the change of names 
ho Yo believe the change which 1s made by 
0b Frace; for he whocal”d that which by na- 
his Fre 3s a Body, Wheat and Bread, and 4- 
he pain, likewiſe call'd himſelf the Vine, he 
As hononr'd the Symbols with the name of his 
at [Body and Blood: not changing nature but 
er adding grace to nature. Where you tee, 
he he faysexprelly, that when he call d 
'z, the Hmbols or Elements of the Sacra - 
ment, 
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ment, viz. Bread and Wine, his Bod 
aud Blood, he made no change 1n thi 
nature ot the things, only added grace 
to nature, that 1s, by the Divine grac 
and biet1ng, he raiſed them to a Spirity. 
al and Supe natu:al virtue and efficacy 

The Seccoxd is of the fame Theodore 
in his ſecond Dialogue berween a Ci 
thclich, under thename of Orthodox, 
and a1 Horetich, under che name of Era 
nijtes; Who maintaining that the Hu- 
manity of Chiilt was chang'd into the 
{ubltince of the Divinity (which was 
the Herelie of Ex:yches) he uluſtrate 
t!e matter by this $\mutiteude; As, ſay 
he, the Symbols of the Lord"s Body and 
Blood are one thing before the invocati- 
01 of the Priest, but after the invocati- 
0# are ch:mnged and becume anther thing 
ſothe Body of cer Lord after his aſcenſs 
on z5 changed into the divine ſubſtance. 
Burt what ſays the Catholick Orthodox: 
5 to this? why, he talks juit hke on 
of Caidinal Perron's Hereacks, Ti08 
art, lays he, caught inthy ownnet : be- 
cauſe the myſtical Symbols after confecra: 
tion do not paſs out of thetr own nature 


for they remain in their former ſub 
Ftance, f:gure and appearance, and ad 
be ſeen and handled even as before. He 
does not only deny the outward figure 
and appearance of the Symbols to be 
chang Cc 


li 


"ure 


againſt Tranſubſtantiation. 


chang'd, but the nature and ſubſtance 
ot them,even inthe proper and ſtricteſt 
ſenſeof the word tubſtance; and it was 
neceſlary ſo to do, otherwiſe he had not 
given a pertinent anſwer to the t1nuli- 
tude urg d againſt him. 

Thenext 1s one of their own Popes, 
Gelaſins, who brings the ſame Initance 


againl(t the Eutychians " ſurely, lays * Biblioth. 
he, the Sacraments which we receive of Patr. Ton. 4. 


the Body and Blood of our Lord are a di- 
vine thing, ſo that by them we are made 
partakers of a divine nature, and yet it 
ceaſeth not tobe the [,;bſtance or nature of 
Bread andWine; and certainlythe image 
and reſemblance of Corist's Body and 
Blcod,are celebrated in the aition of the 
myſteries, that 1s, in the Sacrament. To 
make this Inſtance of any torce againtt 
the Extychians, who held,that the Bo- 
dy of Chrift upon his alcen{ion ceas'd, 
and was chang'd into tie fubſtince of 
his Divinity, 1t was neceſſary to deny, 
thatthere was any {ubitantial change in 
the Sacrament of the Bread and Wine 
ito the Body and Blood ot Chnit. So 
that hereis aninfallible Authority, one 
of their 0wn Popes exprelly againit 
Tranſubſtantiation. 

The laſt Tettimony I ſhall produce, 1s 
of Facundus an African Biſhop, wio 


| bel lived in the 6th. Century. Upon oc- 
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A DISCOURSE 
caſion of juſtifying an expretſ1on of one 
who had fad, that Christ alſo received 
the adoption of Sons, he reaſons thus, 
* Christ veuchſafed to Receive the Sa- 
crament of adoption,both when he wasCir- 


cumciſed and Baptiſed : And the Sacra- þ, 


ment of Adoption may be called Adopti- 
on, as the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood, which isin theconſecrated Bread 
and Cup, is by us called his Body and 
Blood : not that the Bread, lays he, is 
properly his Body and the Cap his Blood, 


bat becauſe they contain inthem the my- 


fo our Lord himſelf called the bleſſed 
Bread and Cav which hegave tohis Diſ- 
cibles his Body and Blood. Can any 
man atter this believe, thatit was then, 
and had ever been the Univerſal, and 
received Doctrine of the Chriſtian 
Church, that the Bread and Wine 1n 
the Sacrament are ſubſtantially chang- 


ſteries of his Body and Blood ; hence al- | 


ed into the properand natural Body and | 


Blood ot Chritt > 


By theſe plain Teſtimonies which if 


have produced, and I might have 
brought a great many more to the ſame 
purpoſe, 1t is I think evident beyord 
all denial, that T;anſubſtantiati (2 hath 
not been the perpetual belief of the Chri- 


ftian Charch, And this likewiſe is ac- 


knowledged by many greatand learned 
men 
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« | men of the Romar Church. (a) Scotus (3) In _ 
40 acknowledgerh, that this Doctrine was - _ 
. | notalways thought neceſſicy to be be- <=?" 

- | heved,bur chat thenecetſicy of believing, 

| 1,was con{-:quent tochat D-c:aation ot 

;-þ. the Church made in the Council of La- 

: | feran under Fope [ocent the IN. And 

4 | (vb) Darandrs freely difcovers his incli- (b) In Ser! 
4 Pauon to have bcFeved the contrary, it 1.4. diſt. 11. 
4 the Church baud not bythat determination 7 7 15 
obliged men to believe it, (c) Touſtal Fa 
1 | Buhop of Dzrham alto yields, that &c- * ee 

| fore the Lateran Gone l,meir were at 1i- 

l. bert 'y astorhe manier of Cari?” s preſence 

#] Wh the Sacrameat. And (d) Eraſmus, (d) I» 1. E- 
wholived and di:d in the communion 7/7 4d Co- 

y of the Roman Church, ani then whom ©PM%< 7. 

- | no man was better read in the ancient {oo Og 
, oo I11MCTONC 
id | Fthers, doth confeis, thac 1t was 40 o,,, 0 Traf, 

m before the Church defized Traiſrbſtant- 1G, þ. 109. 


ation,unknownto the Axcients borh name 


in gp” 
g- and thing. And (e) Alphonſus a Caſtro, (e) De Harel, 
l. 0. 


4 | fays piainly, that concerning the Tran- 
| ſubſtantiation of the Bread in.o the Body 
If of Chriſt, there is ſeldom any mention 17 
the ancient Writers, And who can 1- 


1 | Magine that theſe learned men would 
-d | have granted the ancienc Church and 
|, Fathers tohave been 10 much Strangers 
- || ro this Doct:ine, had they thought ut to 
have been the perpetual beliet of the 
ed} Church 2 I ſhall —_ In UC j 
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Second place, give an accountot the 
particular time and occaſion of the com- 
ing in of this Doftriae, and by what 
irepsand deprees 1t grew up and wasad- 
vanced into an Article of Faith in the 
Romiſh Church. The Doctrine of the 
corporal preſence of Christ was hrlt (tar- 
tec upon occaſion of the Diſpute about 
the Y o7/hip of Images, m oppolition 
whereto the Synod ot Conſtantinople a- 
bout the year DCCL aid Argue thus, 
That our Lord having lett us no other 
image of himfelt Dut the Sacrament, in 
which the ſubſtance of Bread is the I- 
inage of his Body, we ought to make 
10 other Image of our Lord. In anſwer 
to this Argument, the ſecond Conc! of 
Nice m the year DCCLXXXVIE did 
cGeclare, that the Sacramentafter Con- 
Icration 2s notthe image andaxntitype of 
Chii!t's Body and Blood, but 1s pro- 
cl; his Body and Blood. So that the 
corporal Body of Chrift inthe Sacrament 
was firſt brought 72:,z0 ſzpport the ſtupid 
worſhip of Imrages « Andindeed 1tcould 
1cver have COME In upon a more Pto- 
per occation, nor have been applied to 
a ticter purpole. 

And here I cannot but take notice 
row well this agrees with * Bellarmin's 
Oblervation, that zone of the Ancients 
who wroneht of Hereſies, hat put this 

err our 


he 


at 


avamfſt Trankubſtantiation. 

error (viz. of denying Traifubſtantia- 
tion) in his Caratoguc; nor d;d any cf the 
Ancients dlifpnte agai:ift this errour for 
the fixft 600 years, Which is very © uc, 
becauſe there could be nooccaſon chon 
to diſpute againft thoſe who denied 
Tra; ſutſtantia:ion;Omce,asl have ſhewr.s 
this Doctrme Was not in being, unlcts 
amongtt the Emchian Hereticks, tor 
the hrit 600 years and more, but * Bel- 
farmine goes On and tells us, tat the 
firſt who call din queſtion the truth of the 
Body of the Lord in the Encharif. were 
the CONDOM ACHYI (the oppo'ers of 
Images) afrer the year DCC 7 the 
Comncil of Conſtantinople; for theſe [21:d, 
there was one Imaye of Chris inſlirirted 
by Christ himſelf, viz, the Bread and 
Wine in the Enchari$t, which repreſent 
the Body and Blood of Christ * Where: 
fore from that time the Greek, I7riters 
often admoniſh 15, that the Encharist i; 
not the Fignre or Imarze of the Body of (he 
Lord, buthhistrue Body, as appears from 
the VII. Synod ; which agrees mott ex+ 
actly with the account whichT havegi- 
ven of the firſt rite of this Doctrine, 
which began with the corporal preſence 
of Cori#t in the Sacrament, and after- 

wards proceeded to Tranſubtant;atlon. 
And,as this was the tir{t occaiion of 
introdueing this Dottrize among the 
C3 Greeks, 
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Greeks, fo in the Latin or Roman 
Church Paſchaſins Radbertus, firſt a 
Monk, and afterwards Abbat of Corbay, 
was the fir{t broacher of 1tin the year 
DCCCXVIIL. 

And for this, beſides the Evidence of 
Hiſtory, we have the acknowledgment 
of two very Eminent Perſons m the 
Church of Rome, Bellarmine and S$;r- 
7o-1dus, who do in effect confeſs that 
this Paſchaſins was the firtt who wrote 
to purpoſe upon this Argument. * Bel- 
larmine in theſe words, This Axthor 
was the firſt whohath ſeriouſly and copi- 
ouſly written concerning the truth of 
Chris's Body and Blood in the Encha- 
ri$t : And * $rmondrs in thele, he /o 


tirſt explained the geanine ſenſe of the Ca- 


tholich Church, that he opened the wayto 
the reſt who afterwards in great numbers 
wrote upon the ſame Arenment : But 
though $:7mordrs is pleated to fay,that 
he only fi-{t explain'd the ſenſe of the 
Catholck Church in this Point, yet it 
1s very plain trom the Records of that 
Age which are left to us, that this was 
the firſt tine that this Doctrine was 
broached in the LZatiz Church; and it 
met with preat oppoſition in that Age, 
as I ſhall have occaf1on hereafter to 
ſhew. For Rabarus Manurus Arch-Bi- ' 
ſhop of Aextz, about the ar 
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DCCCXLVII reciting the very words 
of Paſchaſinus wherein he had deliver'd 
this Doctrine, hath this remarkable 
paſſage concerning the novelty ot it; 
* Some, lays he,of late not having a right 
0p11101 _—_— the Sacrament of the 


Body and Blood of our Lord, have ſaid, 
that this is the Body and Blood of our 
Lord which was born of the Virein Ma- 
ry, and in which our Lord ſuffered up- 
on the Croſs and m_ the dead:which 
erroar, \ayshe, we have oppos dwith all 
our might. From whence it is plain, by 
the Teitimony of one of the greateſt 
and moſt learned Biſhops of that Age, 
and of eminent reputation for Piety, 
that what is now the very Doctrine ot 
the Church of Rowe concerning the 
Sacrament, was then eſteem'd an Er- 
rour broach'd by ſome particular Per- 
fons, but was far from being the gene- 
rally receiv'd Doctrine of that Age. 
Can any one think it poſſible, that ſo 
eminent a Perſon inthe Church borh for 
piety and learning, could have con- 
demn'd this Doctrine as an Errour and 
a Novelty, hadit been the general Do- 
Ctrine of the Chriſtian Church, not on- 
ly in that, but in all former Ages; and 
no cenſure paſs'd upon him tor that 
which is now the great burning Arti- 
cleinthe Church of Rowe, and efteem- 
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ed by them one of the greatelt and moſt 
pernicious Herefies ? 

Afterwards in the year MLIX, when 
Berengarius in France and Germany,had 
ra:s'd a freſh oppoſition againit this 
Doctrine, he was compell'd to recant 
ir by. Pope Nick las and the Comnr- 
cil at Rowe, in theſe words, * that the 
Bread and Wine which are ſet upon the 
A:ar, afierthe conſecration, are no: only 
the Sacrament, but the true Body and 
Bleed of our Lord Fifns Chriit; and are 
ſex/ib'y, not oaly iz the Sacrament ,but in 
truth, Cad broken by thehauds of 
the Priest, and eronnd or bruiſed by the 
teeth of the faitifs!. But it ſeemsthe 
Pepe and his Cemmcil were notthenskil+ 
ful cnough to exprelsrhemlelvesright- 
ly in this ma'ter : tor the Gloſs Upon 
the Caron Law lays exprelly, * that un- 
leſs we nnderſtend theſe words of BE- 
RENG ARFOUS; (that isin truth of the 
Pepe and his Cormcil) in a ſound ſenſe, 
we [hall fall inio a greater Hereſie than 
that of BERENG ARIUS; for we do 
aot make parts of the Body of Chris. 
The meaning of which Goſs I cannot 
imagine, unleſs.it be this, that the Bo- 
dy of Christ, though it be in truth 4r0- 
ken, yet it 1s not broken into parts {for 
we do rot make parts of | the Bady of 
Chri/t,) butinto wholes; Now this new 

way 


againſt Tranſubſtantiation, 


way of breaking a Body, not into parts 
but into wholes (which in good earneſt 
15 the Doctrine of the Church of Rome) 
though to them that are ablc to believe 
Tranſubſtantiation,it niay for any thing 
I know appear to be /o»:d /exfe, yetto 
us that cannot believe fo, it appears to 
be ſolid non-ſcyſe. 

About XX years after, in the Year 
MLSXIX PopeGreeory tne 7th, began 
to be ſenlible of thisabturdity;and there- 
torein another Cormcilat R me made Be- 
rergarins to recant in another Form, VIZ. 
* that theBread and Winewvich are plac- 
ed :ipou the Altar are ſzbit zntiallychanged 
into the true and prover and quichniy 
Fleſh and Blood of our Lord Teſius Chriſr, 
and after conſecration are the true Bot, 
of Christ, which was born of the Virgin, 
and which being offered for the Salyati- 
on of the World did hang up6a the Cr/«, 
aad /its on the right haxd of the Father. 

SO that from the hir{t (tarting of this 
Doctrine in the ſecond Conncil of Nice 
in the year DCCLXXXVII, till the 
Conncoit under Pope Gregory the 7th, in 
the year MEXXIX, it was almoit three 
hundred years that this Doctrine was 
conteſted, and betore this mithapen 
Monſter of Tranſubſtantiatioa could be 
lick'd into that Form in which it 1s now 
ſerled and eſtabliſh'd im the Church ot 
Rome. Here thenis a plain account of 

C4 the 
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the arit riſe of this DoCtrine,and of the 
leveral ſteps whereby 1t was advanced 
by the Church ot Rome into an Article 
of Faith. 1 come now inthe 

Third pace, toaniwer the great pre- 
ten !-d Demonſtrationot the impoſſibili- 
ty that this Dottrine, if it had beennew, 
ſhould ever have come in, in any Ape ; 
and been recerved in the Church; and 
co[equently it muſt of neceſſity have beex 
the perpetial belief of the Church in all 
Azes: For if ithad not always been the 
Doctrine ot the Church, whenever it 
had attempted hrit ro come 1n ; there 
wouid have been a great ſtirand buitle 
about ir, and the who:e Chriſtian 
World. would have roſc up 1n oppoſt- 
tion to 1t. Bur we can ſhew no ſuch 
time when firit it cam? in, and when 
any fuch oppol1tion was made toit, and 
therefore it was aiways the Doctrine of 
tne Church. This Demonſtration Mon- 
fieur Arnaald, a very learned Man in 
France, pretends to be unanſ{werable ! 
whether ic be fo o: not, I ſhall briefly , 
examine. And 

Firſt, wedo align a punctual and 
very likely time ot the h {triſe of this 
Nottrine, about the beginning of the 
aiath Age; though it did not take hm 
root, nor was fully ſfertled and eſta- 
ba{h'd nll towards the end of the E- 


/everth, 
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eventh. And this was the molt likely 
ime of all other, from the beginning 
pt Chrittianity, tor ſo groſs an Errour 
0 appear; 1t being, by the confeſſion 
nd conſent of their own Fiſ?orians,the 
oltdark and diſmaltimerhatever hap- 


or Jznorance and Syperſtition,and Vice. 
It came in together with 1do/atry, and 
as made uſeof to ſupport it: A fir 
prop and companion tor it. - And in- 
eed what tares might not the Enemy 
have ſown in ſo dark and long a Nehr; 
vhen ſo conſiderable a partot theChri- 
ſtian World was lul'd aſleep in pro- 
found Ignorance and Superſtition? And 
this agrees very well with the account 
which our Savioxzr himſelt gives in the 

arable ot the Tares, ot the ſpringing 
up of Errours and Corruprions in the 
'1eld of the Church. * M/ethe men 
ept, the Enemy did hs woik in ihe 
1ght, ſo that when they were awake, 
they wondered how and whence the 
tares came; but being ſure they were 
there, and that tney werenot ſown at 


Sccondly,” 1 have ſhewn hikew1:ſe, that 
there was conſiderable oppoſition madero 
this Erroxr at its firſt coming in. The 
general Ignorance and grols Superſt1c1- 
0 of that Age rendered the | 
O 


pencd to the Chriſtian Church, both 


r{t, theyconcluded the Enemyhiddonezt. 
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of people more quiet and ſecure, anc 
diſpoſed them to receive any thing that 
came under a pretence of myſtery 1 
Religion, and of greater reverence anc 
devotion to the Sacrament, and tha 
teemed any way to countenance the th 
worſhip of Images, for which at tha D 
time they were zealouſly concern'd.ff ©! 
But notwithſtanding the ſecurity and 
paſlive temper of the People, the men of 
moſt eminent for piety and learning th 
in that Time, made great refiltance a-f| D 
g4inſt it. IT have already named Raba-Þ % 
215 Arch-Biſhop of Meatz, who op- al 
pus dit as an Errour lately ſprung up, !< 
and which had then gained but upon} 
ſome few perſons. To whom I may({ F 
add Heribaldus Biſhop of Axrxerres inf} © 
France. Io Scotus Erigena, and Ra-y v 
tramnis,commonly known by thename {c 
of Bertram, whoat the ſametime were} F< 
employed by the Emperor Charles the f 
Zaldtooppoſe this growing Errour,and ? 

t] 


wrete learnedly againtt it. And theſe 

were the eminent men for learning in 

that time. And becauſe Monheur Ar- } © 
auld-will not be fatished unleſs there | 
were ſome {tir and buſtle about it, Ber- | © 
tram in his Preface to his Book tells us, | 3 
that they, who according to their ſeve- i 
ral opizions talked differently about the * 
mylterycf Ghrist's Body and Blood,were | * 
divided by no [mall Sckiſm. Third-Þ ? 


azainſt T ranſubſtantiation. 


Thirdly, Though for a moreclearand 
ſatisfactory anſwer t6 this pretended 
Demorſtration,l have been contented to 
untie this knot, yetTI could without all 
theſe pains havecutit. For ſuppoſe this 
Doctrine had filently comein and with- 
out oppoſition, fo that we could not 
alltgn the particular time and occalion 
of its firſt Riſe; yet it it beevidenctrom 
the Recordsot tormer Ages, tor above 
D. years together, thatthis was not the 
anc:ent behef of r11e Church; and plain 
alſo, that this Doctrine was afterwards 
received in the Rowan Church, though 
wecoud nottell how and whenit came 
in, yetitwouldbe the wildeſtand mot 
extravagant thing in the world to let 
up a pretended Demontitration of Rea- 
ſon againſt plain Experience and mat- 
terof Fact, This 1sjuſt Z-0n's Demon- 
ſtration of the impoſſibility of motion 
againlt Diogenes walking betore hs 
Eyes. For this is fo undercake to prove 
thatimpoſitble co have been, which moft 
certainly was. Juſt thus, the Servants 
inthe Parable might have demonttra- 
ted that the rtares were wheat, becauſe 
they were. fure none bur good ſeed was 
ſown at firſt, and noman could give a- 


ny account of the punctual time when 


any tares were ſown, or by whomzand 
it an Enemy had come todo ic, he mutt 
needs 
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A DISCOURSE | © 
needs have met with great reſiſtanc{ Þ* 
and oppoſition 3 but no fuch refiſtanceÞ/® 
was made, and therefore there coule ake 
be norares in the field, butthat which{P'? 
they call'd tares was certainly good[<? 
wheat. At theſamerate a man migh of 1 
demonſtrate that owr King, his Majeſiyft? q 
of great Britain,is not return'dinto EnP<* 
gland, nor reſtor'd to his Crown; be- 4 


cauſe there being ſo great and power- 
fulan Army poſlets'd of his Lands,and 
therefore obliged by intereſt to keep 
him out, it was impoſſible He ſhould e- 
ver come in without a great deal of 
fighting and blood-ſhed : but there 
was no ſuch thing, therefore he is not 
return'd and reſtor'd to his Crown. And 
by the likekind of Demonſtration one 
_— prove, that the Turk did not in- 
vade Chriſtendom laſt year, and befiege 
Vieuna; becauſe if he had, the moſt 
Chriſtian King, who had the greateſt 
Army in Chriſtendom in a readineſs, 
would certainly have employed it a- 
gainſt him; but Monheur 4-2anld cer- 
tainly knows, no ſuch thing was done : 
And therefore according to his way of 
Demonttration, the watter of Fat, fo 
commonly reported and believed, con- 
cerning the Turks Invaſion of Chriſten- 
dom and beficging Vienna lait year, was 

a 


& 
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cÞ perfect miſtake. But a man. may 
Demonſtrate till his head and heart 
ake, before he ſhall ever be able to 
prove that which certainly is, or was, 
Muiever to have been. For of all ſorts 
of impoſlibles,nothing is more evident- 
y ſo, than to make that which hath 
2en notto have been. All the reaſon 


1 - . 

e.Þ1 the world is too weak to cope with 
r.$0 tough and obſtinate a difficulty. And 
A have often wonder'd how a man of 
pll onfieur Arzanld's great wit and ſharp 


>. udgment could prevail with himſelt, 
fo engage inſobad and baffled a Cauſe; 
-e (or could think to defend it with fo 
\t $”0oden 4 Dagger as his Demonſtration 
of Reaſon againſt certain Experience 
and matter of Fatt : Athing, if it be 
poſſible, of equal abſurdity with 'what 
e pretends to demonſtrate, 77-a»/u6- 
antiation itſelf. I proceed to the 

Third, pretended Ground of this Do- 
rine of arrange, and that 
s, The infallible Authority of the preſent 
urch to make and declare new Arti- 
les of Faith, And this in truth 1s the 
ground into which the molt of the 
earned men of their Church did here- 
tofore,and many do {till refolve their 
lief of this DoGtrine : And, as I have 
already ſhewn,do plainly fay,that they 
ec no ſufficient reaſon, either from 
Srriptrye 
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Scripirre or Tradition, for the beliefſil{, 
of it: Andthat they ſhould have believedſ, 
the contrary, had not the determinationſh; 
of the Church obliged them other-Khy 
wiſe. 

But if this Doctrine be obtruded up- 
on che Worid merely by virtue of che 
Authority of the Roman Church, and, 
the Declaration of the Comncr! unde 
Pope Gregory the 7th, or of the Late 
ran Cormcil under Imocent the Ill.the 
It1s a plain Innovation in the Chriſttar 
Doct-me, and a new Article of Fart, 
unpos'd upon the Chrittian World 
And it any Church hath this powerh,, 
the Chrittian Faith may beenlarged ang}. 
changed as often as men pleaſe; anc 
that which 1s no part of our Savioury ,, 
Doctrine, nay, any thing though nef 
ver ſoabturdand unreaſonable, may beſh,; 
come an Article of Faith, obliging aj, .. 
Chriſtians tothe belief of it, whenevaſkj,, 
the Church of Rome ſhall think fit tqp,. 
ſtamp her Authority upon it : whidiſj, - 
would make Chriſtianity a moſt uncer n 
rain and cndlets thing, Bod 

The Foxrth pretendedground of thig,.,, 
Dod&trine 1s, rhe neceſſity of ſuch achan; acy 
as this in the S1crament to the comfor..,, 
and benefit of thoſe who receive it. Biifc;v, 
there isno colour for this, if the thing] ,,, 
berightly conizder'd : Becauſe thecomffigh, 


againſt Tranſubſtantiation. 


elBfort and benefit of the Sacrament de- 


:drends upon the Bleſſing annexed tothe 
inſtitution. And as Water in Baptiſm, 
T-Ywithoutany ſubſtantial change madein 
hat Element, may by the Divine BleCſ- 
ing accompanying the Inſtitution, be 
ftectual to the waſhing away of Sin, 
and Spiritual Regeneration ; So there 
an no reaſon in the World be given, 
hy the Elements of Bread and inc 
ein the Lord's Suypver may not, by the 
Same Divine Blefiing accompanying 
UEhis Inſtitution, make the worthy re- 
IdFFeivers partakers of all the Spiritual 
omfort and benchit deſigned to us 
hereby, without any ſubſtantial change 
ade in thoſe Elements, ſince our 
ord hath told us, that verily the fleſh 
rofiteth nothing. So that if we could 
lo ſoodd and iftrange a thing as to eat 
She very natural Fleſh and drink the 
Blood of our Lord, I do not ſee of 
hat greater advantage 1t would be to 
s than what we may have by partak- 
ng of the Symbois of his Body and 
Blood as he hath appointed 7x remer:- 
Trance of him. For the Spiritual eth- 
acy of the Sacrament, doth not de- 
dend upon the nature of the thing re- 
ceived, ſuppoling we receive what our 
ue ord appointed, and receive it with a 
OMgiohe preparation and diſpoſition of 
find, but upon the ſupernatural Blei- 
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ſing that goes along with it, and makes 
ic effe&tual ro chole Spiritual ends for 
which ir was appointed, 

The Fi!thand laſt pretended ground 
of this NoCtrineis, 10 magnifythe power 
of the Prie$t in being ableto work ſogreat 
& Miracle. And this with grcat p:ide 
and pomp, is often urg'd by them as a 
tranſcendent - in:tance of the Divine 
wiſdom, iohnd ourſo admicab.ea way 
to raile the power andreverence of the 
Prielt; that he ſhould be able every 
day, and as often as he pleaſes, by re- 
peating a tew words to- work ſo mira» 
culousa ciange, and (as they love moſt 
abſurdly and blaſphemoully to ſpeak) 
tomake God himſelf, 

But this 1s to pretend to a power a- 
bove that of Gud hiniſelf, for he did 
not, nor cannot makehimſelf, nor do 
any thing that implies a contradiction, 
as Tranſubſt.untiatioz evidently does in 
their pretending to make God. For to 
make that which already 1s, and to 


makethat »ow which a/w.1ys was, isnot 


only vain and trifling, it it could bedone, 
but impoſſible, becauic it implies a con- 
tradiction. 

And what, it after all Trapenans 
ation, 1t 1t were pofltible and actua'ly 
wrought by the Prieſt, would yet be 
no M:racle? For thee are two things 


Ilgs 
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neceſſary to a Miracle, that there be a 


lupernatural effect wrought, and that 
this effect be evident to-lenfe. Sothat, 


thougha ſupernatural effect be wrought, 


yet if1t be notevident to ſenle,itis toall 
the ends Sz purpoſes of a Miracle ,as if ir 
werenot;and canbe noteſtimony orproot 
of any thing, becauſeit ſelt ſtandsin need 
ot another Miracle'to give teltimony 
to 1t, and to prove that it was wrought. 
And neither in Scripture, nor in pr0- 
tane Authors, nor in common ute of 
ſpeech, is any thing call'd a Miracle, 
but what falls under the notice of our 
ſenſes : A Afracle being nothing elte 
but 4 ſupernatural effett evident to 
ſenſe,the great end and deſign whereot 
is to be a ſenfble proot and conviction 
tous of ſomething that we do not fee. 

And for want of this Condition, 
Tranſubſtantiation, it it. were true, 
would be no Miracle. It would indeed 
be very /#vernataral, but for all that, it 


would not be a $igx or Afracle ; For \_ 


a Sign or Miracle is always a thing ft n- 
ible, otherwiſe 'it could be no Sign. 
Now that ſuch a change as is pretend- 
ed in Tranſubſtantiation ſhould really 
be wrought, and yet there ſhould be 
no fign and appearance of it, 1s a 
thing very wondertul, but not to 
ſenſe; forour ſenſes perceive nochange, 
the Bread and Wine in the Sacrament 
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to all our ſenſes remaining juſt as they 
wete betore : And that a thing ſhould 
remain to all appearance juſt as it was, 
hatch nothing at all of wonder in it : 
we wonder indeed, when we ſee a 
ftrange thing done, but no man wonders 
when he ſees nothing done. So that77an- 
ſabſtantiation,it they will needs have it 
a Miracle, is ſucha Miracle,as any Man 
may work that hath but the conhdence 
to face men down that he works it 

and the fortune to be believed : And 
though the Church of Rowe may mag- 
nify their Prieits upon account of this 
Miracle, which they fay they can work 
every day and every hour, yet I can- 
not underſtand the reaſon of it; for 
when this great work (as they call it) 
is done, there is nothing more appears 
to be done,than it there were no Mrra- 
cle: Now ſuch a Miracle as to all ap- 
pearance isno Miracle, I ſee no reafon 
why a.Proteſtant Miniſter, as well as 
a Popiſh Prieſt; may not work as of- 
ten as he pleaſes ; or if hecan but have 


the pattence to let it alone, it will work. 


it {e]f. Forſurely nothing in the World 
is ea(ter than to let a thing be as 1t is, 
and by ſpeaking a tew words over it,to 
makeit juſt what it was before. Every 
man, every day, may work ten thou- 
land ſuch Muacles. 


And 


Ls FY 7] [| 
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And thus I havediſpatch'd the Fir3? 
part of my Diſcourſe, which was to 
conſider the pretended Grownds and 
Reaſons of the Churchof Rome for this 
Doctrine, and to ſhew the weaknels 
= inſufficiency of them. I come in 
rne 

SECOND place, to produce our 
Objettions againit it. Which will beof 
ſo much the greater force, becaule I 
havealready ſhewn this Doctrine to be 
deſtituteot all Divine warrant and au- 
thority, and of any other tortof Ground 
ſufhcient in reaſon co juſtifie it. So that, 
I donor now objett againit a Doctrine 
which hath a fair probabiliry of Di- 
vine Revelation on its fide, for that 
would . weigh down all objections 
Which did not plainly overthrow 
the probability and credit of its Di- 
vine Revelation : But I object againit 
a Doctrine by the mere Will and Ty- 
ranny of men impos'd upon the belief 
of Chriſtians, without ay evidence 
of Scripture, and againlt all the evi- 
dence of Reaſon and Senſe. 

The Objectians, I ſhall reduce to 
theſe i790 Heads. Firſt, the infinite 
{ſcandalof this Doctrine to the Chrilti- 
an Religion. And Secondly, the 
monſtrous aud inſupportable ablurdiry 


of it, "ON 
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Firſt, Theinfinite ſcandal of this Do- 
(trine to the Chriſtian Religion. And 
that npon theſe foxr Accounts. 1. Of 
the ſtupidity of this Doctrine. 2. The 
real darbarouſneſsof this Sacrament and 
Right of our Religion upon ſuppoſtti- 
on of the truth of this DoEtrine. 3. 
Of che Cruel and Bloody conſequen- 
ces of it. 4. Of the danger of Ido- 
latry; which they are certainly guilty 
of, it this Dbttrine be not true. 

1, Upon account of the ffupidity of 
this Doftrine. T remember that Tully, 
who wasa man of very good fenfe, in- 
{tanceth in the conceit of eating God 
as the extremity of madneſs, and fo 
ſtupid an apprehenſion as he thought 
noman was ever guilty of. * Fen we 
call \ayshe,the fruits of the earth Ceres, 
and wine Bacchus, we uſe but the com- 
mon langaage; but do you think anyman 

fo mad as to believe that which heeats 
ts be God? It ſeems he could not be- 
lieve' that fo extravagant a folly had 
everentred mto the mind of man. It 
1s a very ſevere ſaying of Averroes the 
Arabian Philolopher (who lived after 
this Doctrine was entertained among 
Evriſtians) and ought to make the 
Church of Rome bluftr, if ſhe can; * / 


Carthus. ing, have rravell 4, fays he, over the world, 
diſt. 10. art. 1. and have found divers Sets; bat [0 _ 
| ei/h 
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tiſh a Sect or Law, I never found, as ts 
the SeEt of the Chriftians ; becauſe with 
> | their own teeth they devour their G od 
1 | >»hom they worſhip. It was great ſtu- 
| pidity in the people of [7ae/ to lay, 
Come let us make 1 Gods; but it was 
civily ſaid of them, Let z2 make zs 
Gods that may go before us, 1n compa- 
riſon of the Chnrch of Rome, wholay, 
Let 115 make a God that we mayeathim. 
e | Suthatupun the whole matter, I can- 
not but wonder that they fhould chuſe 
thus to expole Faith to the contempt 
+ | oft all that are endued with Reaſon. 
' | And to ſpeak the plain truth, the 

Chriſtian Religion was never to horri- 

bly expoſed to the ſcorn of Arhcitts 

arndTnhdels, as it hath been by this mott 

ablur'd and ſenſelels Doctrine. Bur 


thus it was foretold, that * rhe an of - Thel,. 2. 


$:z ſhould come with Power and Signs 
and Lying Miracles, and with all de- 
ceiveableneſs of unrighteouſucſs,with all 
the Legerdermain and 7azliag tricks of 
falſhovd and impoſture ; amoneit 
which, this of 7T7an/utftantiation,which 
they call a Adiracle, and we a Chear, 
1s one of the chief : And in all proba- 
bility, thoſe common gxeling words of 
hocus pocus, are nothing elle but a cor- 
ruption of hoc eff corps, by way of ri- 
diculous imitation ot the Prieſts of the 
E D 3 Church 
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Church of Rome 1n their trickof Tran- || * 

ſubſtantiation. Into ſuch contempt by 
this fooliſh DoCtrine and pretended 
Miracle of theirs, have they brought the 
molt ſacred and venerable Myſtery of 
our Religion. 

2. Itis very ſcandalous likewiſe upon 
account of the real $arbaronſneſs of this 
Sacramentand Rite of ourReligion,up- 
on ſuppoſition of the truth ot this Do- 
Etrine. Literally to car theFleſh of the Son | 
of man,and to drink his Blood, St. AuStine, 
as I have ſhewed before, declares tobe 
a great impiety. And the impiety 
and barbarouſnefs of the thing is not 
in truth extenuated, but only the ap- 
pearance of it, by its being done under 
the ſpecies of Bread CW nc:Forthe thing 
they acknowledge is really done, and 
they believe thatthey verily eat&drink 
thenaturalFleſh& Blood ofChritt. And 
whatcananymando more unworthily 
towards his Friend 2 How can he pol- 
fibly ufe him more barbaroufly, than 
to feaſt upon his living Fleſh and 
Blood ? It 1s one of the greateſt won- 
ders in the world, that it ſhould ever 
enter into the minds of men to putup- 
on our -Saviour's words, fo eafily capa- 
ble of a more convenient ſenſe, and fo 
neceſſarily requiring it, a meaning ſo 
plainly contrary to Reaſon and Senſe, 
and eventoHumainity it felt, Hadthe 

ancient 
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anciant Chriſtians owned any ſuch 
Doctrine, we ſhould have heard of it 
from the Adverſaries of our Religion 
in every page of their Writings ; and 
they would havedefiredno greater Ad- 
—_ againſt the Chriſtians, than to 
have teen able to hit them in the teeth 
with their feaſting upon the natural 
Fleſh and Blood of their Lord, and 
their God, and their beſt Friend. What 
endleſs triumphs would they have 
made upon this Subject? And with what 
confidence would they have ſet the 
cruelty uſed by Chriſtians in their £4 
crament, againſt their God Satary's 
eating his own Children, and all the 
cruel ana bloody Rites of their Idola- 
try 2 But that no ſuch thing was then 
objected by the Heathens to the Chr:- 
ſtiaxs, is to a wife man, inſtead of a 
thouſand Demonſtrations that noſuch 
Doctrine was then believed. 

3. Iris ſcandalous al{o upon account 
of the cruel and bloody conſequences of 
this Doctrine ; ſo contrary to the plain 
Laws of Chrittianity, and to onegreat 
end and detign of this Sacrament, which 
Is, to unite Chriſtians in the molt per- 
fect Love and Charity to one another : 
Whereas this Doctrine hath been the 
occation of the moſt Barbarous and 
Bloody Tragedies thatever were acted 
i the World. For this hath been in 
D 4 the 
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the Church of Rome the great burning 
Article; and as abfur'd and unreaſo- 
nable asit is, more Chriſtians have been 
murther'd for the denial of it, than 
perhaps forall the other Artieles of their 
Religion. And I think i may gene- 
rally. paſs for a true obſervation, that all 
Sets are commonly molt hot and fu- 
rious for thoſe thinvs tor which there is 
lealt Reaion ; tor what men want of 
Reaſon for their opinions, they uſual- 
ly ſupply and make up in Rage. And 
It was no more than needed to uſe this 
ſeverity upon this occalion; for nothing 
but the cruel fear of death could in pro- 
babiliry have driven fo great a part of 
mankind into the acknowledgment of 
ſounreafonable and ſenſeleſs a Doctrine. 

O Bleſſed Saviour ! thou beit Friend 
and greateſt lover ot mankind, who 
can imagine thou didit everintend that 
men ſhould kill one another tor not be- 
n2 able to believe contrary to their 
ſenfes ; tor being unwilling to think, 
thar thou ſhouldit make one of the 
molt Horrid and Barbarous things that 
can be imagin'd,a main Duty and prin- 
cipal Myitery of thy Religion; for not 
factering the pride and pretumption of 
the Prieſt, whofays, he can make God, 
and tor not complying with the folly 
and (Fupidity of che People who believe 
that they caneat him ? 4. Up- 
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4. Upon account of the danger of 
Holatry ; which they are certainly guil- 
ty of, 1f this Doctrine be not true, and 
ſuch a change as they pretend be not 
made 1n the Sacrament ; forit itbe nor, 
then they worſhip a Creature inſtead 
of theCreator God, bleſſed for ever.But 
ſuch achangel have ſhewn tobe impoſ- 
ble;or it it could be, yet they can never 
be certain thatitis, and conſequently are 
alwaysin danger of Idolatry : And that 
they can never be certain that ſuch a 
changes made, is evident ; becaule, ac- 
ording to the expreſs determination of 
heCouncil of 7rext,that depends upon 
he mind and 7»tention of the Prie#t, 
which cannot certainly be known but 
dy Revelation, which 1s not pretended 
n this caſe. And if they be miſtaken 
about this change, through the Kna- 

ery or Croſsneſs of the Prieſt, who will 
ot make God but when he thinks ht, 
hey muit not think to excuſe them- 
elves from Idolatry, becauſe they inten- 
ed to worſhip God and nota Creature; 
or ſothe Perſians might be excus'd from 
dolatry in worſhiping the Sa», becauſe 
hey intend to worſhip God and not a 
eature;and ſoindeed we may excute all 
he Fdolatry thatever was inthe world, 
hich is nothing elſe but a miſtake of 
he Deity, and upon that miſtake, a 
'orſhipping of ſomething asGod, which 
not Gol, II. Beſides 


many and 10 great abſurdities as this 
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IT. Beſides the infinite ſcandal of this 
Do&trine upon the accounts I have 
mentioned, the monſtrous abſurdities 
of it make 1t inſupportable to any Re- 
ligion. I amvery well affur'd of the 
grounds of Religion in general, and 
of the Chriſtian Religion 1n particular; 
and yet I cannot ſee that the founda- 
tions of any revealed Religion, are 
ſtrong enough to bear the weight of ſo 


Dottrine of Tranſubſtantiation would 
load it withal. And to make this e- 
vident, I ſhall not inſiſt upon thoſe 
roſs contradictions, of the ſame Bo- 
y being in ſo many ſeveral places at 
once; of our Saviour's giving away 
himſelf with his own hands to every 
one of his Diſciples, and yet ſtill keep- 
ing himſelf to himſelf ; and a thou- 
ſand more of the like nature : But to 
ſhew the abſurdity of this DoGtrine, I 
ſhall only ask theſe few Queſtions. 

I. Whether any man have, or ever 
had,greater evidence of the truth of a- 
ny Divine Revelation, than every man 
hath of the talſhood of Tranſubltantia- 
tion 2 Intidelity were hardly poſſible to [© 
men, if all men. had the ſame evidence th 
tor the Chriſtian Religion which they 
have againſt Tranſabſtantiation, thatis, 
the clear and wretiftible evidence of 

ienſe, 
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enſe. He that can once be brought to 
ontradi&t or deny his ſenſes, is at an 
nd of certainty ; for what can a man 
de certain of,if he be not certain of what 
>ſees ? In ſome circumſtance our ſenſes 
ay deceive us, but no Faculty de- 
erves us ſolittle and fo feldome : And 
hen our ſenſes do deceive us, even 
hat errour 1s not to be corrected with- 
Out the help of our ſenſes. 
2. Suppofing this Doctrine had been 
delivered in Scripture in the very ſame 

ords that is decreed in the Councilof 
Trent, by what clearer evidence or 
tronger Argument could any Man 
Prove to me, that ſuch words were in 
the Bible than I can prove to him, that 
Bread and Wine after conſecration are 
Bread and Wine {till2 He could not 
appeal to my eyes to prove ſuch words 
Th inthe Bible, and with the ſame 
reaſon and juſtice might I appeal to 
ſeveralof hisſenfes,to prove to him, that 
the Bread and Wine after conſecration 
” are Bread and Wine (till. 

3. Whether it be reaſonable to ima- 
gine,that God ſhould make that a part 
of rhe Chriſtian Religion which ſhakes 
the main eternal evidence and confir- 
Y | mation of the whole? I mean the Mi- 
racles which were wrought by our Sa- 

viour and his Apoſtles, the aſſurance 
" | whereof did at kf depend upon the 
cer- 
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certainty of ſenſe. For 1f the ſenſes fin 
thoſe who ſay they ſaw them, were defſh;., 
ceived, then chere might be no Mira 
cles wiought ; and contequently itmaſHo 
juſtly be doub;ed, whether that kind offyj; 
conhrmation which God hath given tr; 
the Chriftian Religion would be ſtrondlhe 
enovgh to prove 1t; ſuppoling 77anfoy 
[bſtantiation to be a part of it : BeSn 
cauſe every man hath as great evidenc©+ 
that Tranſabltantiation 1s talſe, as he; 
hath, that the Chriſtian Religion ie 
true. Suppoſe then Tranſabſtantiationh, ; 
to be partof the Chriſtian Doctrine, it. 
muſt have thetame confirmation with 
the whole, and that 1s Miracles : But 
of all DoCtrines in the World,it is pecu 
larly incapable of being proved by : 
Miracle. For if a Miracle werewrought 
for the proof of it, the very ſame afſu 
rance which any man hath of thetrut 
of the Miracle, he hath of the talſhood 
of the Do&trine, that 1s, the clear evi- 
dence of his Senſes. For that there 1s 
a Miracle wrought, to prove that what 
be ſees in the Sacrament ts not Bread, 
out the Body if Chris, there 1sonly the 
evidence of ſenſe ; and thereis the very 
:ame evidence to prove, that what he 


Chri#, but Bread. So that here would 
ariſe a new Controverſtie, whether a 
man 


againſt Tranſubſtantiation. 


nan ſhould rather believe his Senſes gi- 
ing teſtimony againſt the DoQrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation, or bearing witneſs 
o a Miracle wrought to confirm that 
Doctrine ; there being the very ſame 
vidence againft the truth of the Do- 
trine, which there is for the trath of 
ge Miracle : And then the Argument 
vr Tranſubſtantiation,and the ObjeCti- 
n againſt ir, would juſt ballance one a- 
Yother; and conſequently,Zranſubſtan- 
$4707 15 not to be proved by a Mira- 
le, becauſe that would be, to prove 0 
"$ man by ſome thing that he ſees, that 
e doth not ſee what he ſees. And if 
Pere were noother evidence, that7-az- 
bſtantiation is no part of the Chrilti- 
Do&trine, this would be tufficient, 
at what proves the one,doth as much 
erthrow theother ; andthat Miracles 
hich are certainly the bett and high- 
t external proof of Chriſtianity, arc 
He worſt proof in the world of 7rax- 
Bo/tantiation, unleſs a man can re- 
unce his Senſesat the fame time that 
erelies upon them. Fora man cannot 
lievea Miracle without relying upon 
nſe, nor Tr anſabſzantiation WiIthour 
mnouncing it. So that never were any 
vo things fo ill coupled together, as 
eDodGtrine of Chriſtianity ,and that of 
ranſubſtantiation, becauſe they draw 
ſeve- 
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ſeveral ways, and are ready to ſtranff © 


gle one another ; becauſe the main | 
vidence ot the ChriltianDoctrine, whic 


is Miracles, 1s reſotved into the certai th 
ty of icnſe, bur thisevidenceis clear anf] {© 
point-biank againſt 77anſubſtantiation 

4. And Laſtly, I would ask wha *Þ 
we are tothink of the Argument whidſ 
our Saviour uſed to convince his Diſc ©! 
plesafrer his Relurrection, that his B th 
dy wasreally riſen, and thatthey wei 
not deluded by a Ghoſt or Appaririot la 
Is it a neceffary and concluhve Arg By 
men or not? * Azad he ſaid anto the de 
why are ye troubled? and why do though N 
ariſe in your hearts ? Behold my han ha 


and my feet, that it is I my ſelf ; for Þ 
Spirit hath not fleſh and bones, as ye 

me have. But now, if weſuppoſe will ©* 
the Church of Rome the Doctrine © *Þ 
Tranſubſtantiation to be true, and thi] 
he hath initructed his Diſciples in it j 
before his de..th, ſtrange thoug th 
might juſtiy have riſen in their hear] i 

and they might have ſaid to him; Lorg th 
it is but a tew days ago fince thou did! $a 
teach us not to believe our. ſenſes, bu ? 
dire&tly contrary to what we ſaw, wi ®? 
that the Bread which thou gaveſt us| ©Y 
the Sacrament, though we ſaw it, a his 
handled it,and taſted it to be Bread, ©2 
was not Bread, butthine own naturalByj ©* 
dy ; andnow thouappealeſt toour ſer} 


againſt Tranſubſtantiation. 


ſes to provethat this is thy Body which 
we now fee. If ſeeing and handling 
be ani unqueſtionable evidence that 
things are whatthey appear to our ſen- 
ſes, then we were deceived before in 
the Sacrament; and if they be not, 
then we are not ſure now, that this is 
thy Body which we now ite and han- 
dle> but it may be perhaps Bread under 
the appearance of Fleſh and Bones, juſt 
eff as in the Sacrament, that which we 
law and handled and taſted to be 
1} Bread was thy Fleſh and Bones un- 
der the Form and Appearance of Bread. 
Now upon this ſuppokition, it would 
a have been a hard matter to have 
quieted the thoughts of the Diſciples : 
For it the Argument which our Savi- 
vur uſed did certainly prove to them, 
that what they faw and handled was 
his Body, his very natural Fleſh and 
"Bones, becauſe they ſaw and handled 

J them, (which itwere impious todeny) 
it would as ſtrongly prove, that what 
they ſaw and received betore in the 

4 Sacrament, was not the natural Body 
4 and Blood of Chriſt, but real Bread 
j and Wine: And conſequently, that ac- 
J cording to our Saviour 's Arguing after 
his Returrechon, they had no reafon 
to belicve Tranſubſtantiation betore. 
For that very Argument by which our 


Saviour proves the reality of his Body 
after 


P—=—IS a uns - ___——— _ Ry —_ 4 - 


we 


ae). - 
S* 


A DISCOURSE 


after his ReſurreCtion,doth as ſtrongl 
prove the reality of Bread and Wine a 
ter Conſecration. But our Saviour' 
Argument was molt infallibly good 
and true, and therefore the Doctrine 
ot Tranſubſtantiation is undoubted]: 
©” - 
'l Upon the whole matter, I ſhall on 
T0 ly fay this; that ſome other Points 
| between us and the Church of Row 
1. are managed with ſome kind of wit 
0 and fubtilry, but this of Tranſub5tan 
[440 tiation, 1s carried out by mere dinto 
impudence and facing down of Man 
kind. 

And of this, the more diſcerning 
perſons of that Church, arc of late 
grown ſo ſenfible, that they would 
1! now be glad to be rid of this di 
" ous and ridiculous DoCtrine. But 
$1 the Council of Trext hath faſten'd it 
to their Religion, and made it a ne 
ceſary and eſſential Point of their Be 
lief, and they cannot now part with 
it if they would; it is like a Mill-ſtone 
hung about theneck ot Popery, which 
will fink it at the laſt. | 

And though ſome of their greateſt 
Wits, as Cardinal Perroz, and of late, 
Monlieur 4-14ad, have undertaken the 
detenceof it in great Volumes; yetit 
1s an abſurdity of that monſtrous and 
maſly 


——_— ———— 


| 


agamfſt Tranſubſtantiation. 
maſly weight, that no humane autho- 
= or wit are able to ſupport it: It 
will makethevery Pillars ot St. Peter's 
crack, and requires more Volumes to 
make it gocd than would fill the Ya- 
tican. 

And now I would apply my ſelf to 
the poor deludedPeopleot that Church, 
if they were either permitted by their 
Prieſts, or durit venture without their 
leave to look into their Religion and 
to examine the Doctrines of it. Cox- 
feder and ſhew your ſelves men. Do 
not ſufter yourlelves any longer to be 
led blindfold, and by an implicit Faitly 
in your Prieſts, into the beliet of non- 
ſenſe and contradiction. Think it e- 
nough andtoo much to let them rook 
you of your Money for pretended Par- 
dons and counterfeir Relicks, but let 
not the Authority of any Prieſt or 
Church perſwade you out of your 
Senſes. Credulity is certainly a fault 
as well as Inhidelity : and he who ſaid, 
bleſſed are «they that have not ſeenand 
get have believed, hath no-wherelaid, 
bleſſed are they that have ſeen and yet 
bave not believed, much lets, bleſſet 
ave they that believe direitly contrary 
to what they ſee. 

To conclude this Diſcourſe. By 
What hath been faid upon this Ar- 
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eument it will appear, with how lit- | 
tle truth, and reaſon, and regard ta | 
the intereſt of our Common Chriſti- 
anity, it is ſo often faid by our Ad- * 
verfaries, that there are as good Ar- | 
guments for the Belief of 7-anſubſtan- 
riation as of the Doctrine of the Tri- , 
nity : When they themſelves do ac- Lf 
knowledge with us, that the Doctrine 
of the Trinity is grounded uponthe 
Scriptures, and that according to the | 
interpretation of them by the conſent | 
of the ancient Fathers : But their Do- 

rine of Tranſxbſtantiation I have plain- 
ly ſhewn to have no ſuch ground, and . * 
that this is acknowledged by very 
many learned menof their own Church. 
And tnis Doctrine of theirs being firſt 
plainly proved by us to be deſtitute of 
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all Divine Warrant and Authority, 
our Objections againſt it from the ma- 
nifold contradictions of it toReaſon 
and Senſe, are ſo many Demonſtra- 
tions of the falſehood of it. Againſt 
all which they have nothing toput in ,} 
the oppoſir Scale but the Infallibili- I # 
ty of their Church, for which there 
1s even leſs colour of proof from Scrip- 
ture than for Tranſubtantiaton it ſelf. 
But ſo fond are they of their own 
Innovations and Errours, that rather 
than the DiGtatesof their Church, how 
ground- 
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againſt Tranſubſtantiation. 
_ 7 and abſurd ſoever, ſhould 
e call d in queſtion rather than not 
have their will of us in impoſing up- 
on us what they pleaſe, they will 
overthrow any Article of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, and ſhake the very foun- 
| dations of our common Religion : A 
 Þ#r clear evidence that the Church of 
Rome is not the true Mother, ſinceſhe 
can be ſo well contented that Chri- 
ſtianity ſhould be deſtroyed, rather 
than the Point in queſtion ſhould be 
decided againſt her. 


